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Presidentôs Column 
 

       This was a terrific year for a trip to the Dayton Hamvention. The weather was beautiful 

and from the looks of a lot of people that were coming back in to the Hara Arena one of the 

flea market vendors could have made a fortune selling sunscreen.  

 

     I had the chance to wander through the flea market with Chuck, W8PT, and during our 

leisurely stroll he happened to spot a vendor with a used Yaesu FT-1000MP for sale. We 

stopped and gave it a good examination as Chuck explained that this was the type of rig that 

could make a nice addition to the clubôs shack. Full-featured, reasonably priced, all in all a lot 

of bang for your buck. With that we were on our way. 

 

     After about a lap and a half around the 

vendor area Chuck suddenly stopped. 

There, sitting in the back of a hamôs SUV, 

was an absolutely pristine FT-1000MP 

MkV. It looked like it had just come of the 

dealerôs shelf. Absolutely mint, it was 

outfitted with the Collins filters and had a 

late model serial number meaning that it 

had been produced toward the end of this 

classic rigôs production run. 

 

     Chuckôs face lit up like it was Christmas morning and he had just found this radio under 

the tree. The ham selling it was a great guy who confessed to having purchased an FT-2000 

for which he now wanted to buy a linear amp. The XYL said that something had to go 

(possibly meaning either him or the radio) so off he went to Dayton to sell his beloved rig. He 

had the power supply and various hardware that had come with the radio and he was firm on 

the price. 

 

     We tracked down Dave, WB2DFC, by cell phone and he was also in the flea market and 

soon made his way to our location. More haggling took place and then we were able to get 

Tom, WB8LCD, on the phone. With that we had a quorum for an impromptu board meeting 

and after some discussion all four of us voted for the purchase. For $1,500 PCARS had a great 

radio. 

 

     It was at that point that we figured out that between Chuck, Dave and myself we were 

more than a bit short of the purchase price. So Dave and I left Chuck behind for security and 

we headed off to a bank to secure the cash. Within a half hour we were back, the deal was 

consummated and the rig has been put on the air at its new home: the PCARS club site. 

 
Continued on Page 2 
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Nov. 1, 2005 
 

First Meeting 

Nov. 14, 2005 
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FT-1000 MP Mark V 
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From the President - Continued from Page 1 

 

     There was more fun at Dayton for the PCARS crew. We had a great crowd for the club photo on Saturday 

morning and then most of us headed down to the DX Engineering booth to get 

another shot with the busy PCARS members who were manning the sales area. 

 

     In addition, Tom, WB8LCD, Dave, WB2DFC, Chuck, W8PT, and I spent a lot 

of time at the ARRL Clubs booth spreading the PCARS story. We met a lot of great 

hams from all over the country as well as from the U.K, and Australia. Plus we got 

to spend some quality time with Norm Fusaro, W3IZ, the ARRL Member and 

Volunteer Programs Assistant Manager. He has been a real friend to PCARS and is 

a great guy to work with. Tom and Chuck also volunteered in the Leagueôs 

Legislative Action booth as did Al and Jane Avnet, AB8AA and K8JAA, 

respectively. 

 

     This year I had the privilege of being one of the speakers at the MARS Forum 

on Saturday. The meeting was well attended with representatives of all three 

MARS services. It was great to have the chance to visit with other MARS members 

who I usually only have contact with on the air. 

 

     I hope that you all have a chance to be at Dayton in 2011.  Now, letôs get ready for Field Day!  
73,  

Jim, KC8PD 

 

  

KC8PD at Hamvention 2010 
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From the Vice President 
 
 

Greetings all people of radio ! 

 

     Another Dayton Ham-vention come... and gone. At least 'til next year! What a blast... and great to see so  

many PCARS members there! I was bumping into PCARS-ians inside, outside, all over... and they were a- 

smilin'.  

 

     For PCARS, a new (to us) HF club site rig. A few serious eyeballs were taking in the tables outside... and 

guess what.... a great deal on a FT-1000MP. Our very own Chuck, W8PT, spotted what could have been the 

deal of the fest. I'm sure the rig will get a lot of use... and what a great radio... lots of filtering for all modes 

(CW is really the only mode - hi hi), 200 watts output, a built in antenna tuner and two, that's right, two 

independent receivers. This is a great addition to the PCARS Club Site! Thanks to Jim, KC8PD and Chuck, 

W8PT, for makin' this  flea market scoop! 

 

     My Dayton trip started with setting up camp at the Tall Timbers 

KOA Campground. A truly nice 

campground. Lots of showers, 

campsites, friendly ham campers and 

close to the Ham-vention. Bus 

transportation was available right at the 

camp ground office... but alas, I took my truck to the fest... in the event a very 

heavy item may be purchased and require immediate pick up. These two pictures 

show my campsite. 

 

     I did make a very heavy (a few pounds) purchase.... a Begali HST paddle.. 

a thing of beauty I tell you!!!  And... it  comes with it's own polishing cloth. I 

have had it on the air and what a difference a precision paddle makes when 

sending CW. I will be bringing the Begali to Field Day... so brush up on ur 

CW and have a go at some QSOs. Oh, of-course here's a picture of the 

Begali, complete with polishing cloth. 

 

     On to another topic.... contesting. I have found a terrific web site listing 

upcoming contests. "http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/" . Click on the link and explore all of the 

contesting info. The web site is the property of Bruce Horn, WA7BNM. Bruce has done a great job of sorting 

out the contest info, you can even look for specific mode contests. For example, if you would like only contests 

where CW is an accepted mode, click on CW Contests, the same for QRP..  and so on. Bruce also sets up 

calendars for the next 8 days, a 12 month calendar, a perpetual calendar, state QSO parties, and much more. 

Please have a look at the WA7BNM Contest Calendar and plan for your next (CW) contest. I use it all the time! 

 

     And speaking of contests, the CQ WW WPX CW Contest is upon us. If you get the PCARS Newsletter 

before the holiday weekend, outstanding, consider yourself notified. You can find all of the contest details at 

"http://www.cqwpx.com/rules.htm". I will also send out a broadcast email about the 2010 CQ World-Wide 

WPX CW Contest. This is great pre-Field Day exercise and I hope you can participate. And of course Field 

Day is right around the corner. I will see you there... can't wait! 

 

72/73 for now...and see you at Field Day... 

 

Dave, WB2DFC 
 

 

 
 

http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/
http://www.cqwpx.com/rules.htm
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KD8ETS, Clarence G. Hollow,  SK 
 

    Clarence G. Hollow, 94, of Ravenna, passed away on Tuesday, May 18, 2010 at Robinson Memorial 

Hospital. He was born on August 25, 1915 in Akron, a son of the late 

George and Margaret (Wren) Hollow. Clarence, having lived in Ravenna 

since 1976 was a member of the First Church of God and a veteran of the 

U.S. Navy. He retired from Colonial Machine in Kent, where he worked as a 

toolman. Clarence is survived by his wife of 9 years, Betty (Cartwright) 

Hollow of Ravenna. 

 

     Clarence attended a PCARS Technician class at Maplewood Career 

Center in 2006. When Clarence passed his Technician test, everyone was so 

proud of Clarence and the officers presented Clarence with a Life 

Membership in PCARS. Clarence was PCARS member #51. 

 

     The following is a reprint of an article that was published in the January 2007 issue of the RADIOGRAM. 

This article, written by Jim, KC8PD, was highlighted in the Record Courier newspaper and a copy of it also 

showed up on a French Amateur Radio website. 

======================= 

 

Youôre Never Too Old      [from the January 2007 RADIOGRAM] 
 

     Remember the thrill and sense of accomplishment that you felt when the examiners announced that you had passed 

your first amateur radio license exam?  You were probably excited about all that was to come with your new hobby and 

relieved that the test was behind you. 

 

     For many of us, that happened when we were adolescents or teens.  The rest of us either came back to or discovered 

ham radio and were first licensed when we were adults.  But very few of us heard ñCongratulations, you passedò at the 

same point in life as Clarence Hollow - KD8ETS, did. 

 

     On Saturday, December 2, 2006, at age ninety-one, Clarence passed the test 

for his Technician license, and for Clarence, his wife Betty, and the VE team 

there were smiles all the way around. 

 

    The American Radio Relay League was born in 1914.  Clarence arrived the 

following year on August 25th in Akron, Ohio.  Two months later on October 

20, 1915, the first successful trans-Atlantic voice transmission was sent from 

New Jersey to France.  Both radio and Clarence were in their infancy at the 

same time. 

 

    After high school Clarence first found work as a welder and for most of his 

working career was involved in metal work of some sort, everything from 

punch press operator to plant manager.  Most of his life he worked in Ohio, 

other than a few years in the early seventies when he lived in South Carolina.  

He returned to Ohio when his first wife, Evelyn, passed away.  They were married for thirty-seven years.  They had two 

children, Gary, who lives nearby in Ohio, and Joyce, who resides in Colorado.  He was married to his second wife, Laura, 

for twenty-three years until she passed away.  He lost both wives to cancer.  Betty and Clarence were married seven years 

ago having met at church. 

 

     Clarence faced some major health issues of his own over the years including triple bypass surgery and the loss of half a 

lung to cancer.  Despite that, he has always been very active.  After he retired in 1981 he was a volunteer at the local 

hospital in the 1980ôs and 1990ôs amassing nearly four thousand hours of service.  In addition, he volunteered at a local 

non-profit medical clinic for eight years. 

Jim, KC8PD gives an ARRL Technician 

License Manual to Clarence to begin reading 

prior to the Technician class starting 
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     His working career was interrupted by service in the United States Navy from 1944 to 1946, where Clarence earned the 

rank of boatswain.  Because he was color blind his service was restricted to stateside duty. 

 

     Surprisingly, radio in general, and amateur radio in particular, did not catch Clarenceôs interest until 2006. During the 

summer he happened to see an article in a local paper about an upcoming hamfest and decided to attend it. What he saw 

and heard piqued his curiosity about the hobby. He was disappointed when he received no replies to the phone messages 

that he left for the head of an area club. 

 

     Not one to be easily deterred, Clarence called the Federal Communication Commission for assistance. The FCC 

provided him with the phone number for the Newington offices of the ARRL.  After speaking with Clarence, Norm 

Fusaro, W3IZ of the ARRL sent an e-mail to Tom Parkinson, KB8UUZ secretary/treasurer of the Portage County 

Amateur Radio Service, Inc. (PCARS) to see if he could help. 

 

     As luck would have it, PCARS was offering a Technician license course that was starting in September at the 

Maplewood Career Center in Ravenna, Ohio, Clarenceôs home town.  Tom contacted Clarence with information about the 

class and arranged for his registration.  Teaching the class as a team were Tom, KB8UUZ, Tom Sly, WB8LCD, Russ 

Anderson, KB8DPN and Jim Aylward, KC8PD. 

 

     Clarence was an attentive student, making it to all but one of the 

classes.  Getting around is complicated a bit by the oxygen he has to carry 

with him.  But he takes it all in stride and with good humor.  So good, in 

fact, that one evening during class he suddenly announced that he had to 

leave.  When asked if he was okay he said he was fine, ñJust running out 

of gas.ò  He found the technical materials, particularly Ohmôs law, to be 

the most difficult. 

 

     The last night of class was set aside for the VE session.  A special test 

was printed for Clarence in thirty-six point type to accommodate his visual 

limitations.  He usually employs a magnifying glass but the large type 

enabled him to read the questions without using it.   

 

     It just wasnôt Clarenceôs night and much to his disappointment he did not pass the test.  Fortunately, he is not one to 

give up, and neither were his instructors.  Another VE session was scheduled four weeks later.  During that time Clarence 

continued to study and review the material with assistance from Betty and his son Gary, along with some tutoring by Carl 

Capps, N4TIE, and Jim, KC8PD. 

 

     Needless to say, we were all a 

bit anxious when Saturday, 

December 2nd rolled around, 

except maybe Clarence who 

seemed relaxed.  He took his 

time, reviewing each question 

carefully.  One other applicant 

was sitting for the Technician test and four were taking the Amateur 

Extra exam that day.  Clarence turned in his exam and one by one the 

three VEôs graded it.  Only after we had all finished did we add up the 

correct answers.  He had passed! 

 

    As you can see by the accompanying picture, these were probably 

four of the happiest VEôs you would ever find as they stood next to Clarence who was proudly holding his Certificate of 

Successful Completion of Examination.  He said that he felt ñgreatò when he passed and Betty was very happy for him.  

So happy that it was her treat to take him out for a lobster dinner. 

 

Clarence Hollow, KD8ETS (center) happily displays 

his Technician CSCE with the PCARS VE team, left 

to right, Carl Capps, N4TIE, Russ Anderson, 

KB8DPN, Tom Parkinson, KB8UUZ and Jim 

Aylward, KC8PD. 

 

Clarence in the September 2006 Technician class 

with his wife Betty looking on. 

PCARS December 2006 VE Test Session 
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     Clarence had purchased an HT in anticipation of passing the test and Tom,  KB8UUZ  

helped him program in all the local repeaters as well as the channels for area safety 

forces.  Clarence also decided that it was time to get hooked up to the internet so that he 

could try out Echolink.  On Thursday, December 14th (2006), all those who checked in 

on the PCARS Thursday night net had a chance to hear from Portage Countyôs newest 

ham. 

 

     We all find personal satisfaction from the hobby of amateur radio in a variety of 

ways.  Whether its DXing, contests, working QRP, going mobile or portable, tracking 

satellites, ragchewing, exploring microwaves, or building kits, just to name a few, there 

is something for everyone.  But as instructors and VEôs we can tell you that all of those 

have a hard time matching the thrill of handing that CSCE to a brand new ham and 

saying ñCongratulations.ò 
 

 

 

WB8LCD for Ohio Section Manager 
 

     In August 2010, the Ohio Section of the ARRL will elect a new Section Manager.  I have been nominated 

for and am actively running to be your next Ohio Section Manager.  My name is Tom Sly ï WB8LCD . 

 

     There are three things you should know before casting your vote for me:   

Who am I? 

 What is my vision for the Ohio Section?  

 Why am I qualified for the position?   

 

     I'm a lifelong resident of Ohio and have been a ham for 43 of my 57 years.  I'm married with three adult 

children; our first grandchild is due right about the time I'll be at the Dayton Hamvention.  I graduated from the 

University of Akron with a degree in Finance.  Since graduation I've been self-employed as an Independent 

Insurance Agent.   

 

     First licensed in 1967, I've always been an active ham.  My current ham radio activities include QRP, 

contesting and DXing.  I'm active in my local club and have been an instructor in the club's Technician and 

General upgrade classes as well as a member of the VE team.   

 

     As Ohio Section Manager my goal will be to make the Ohio Section the 

premier section in the ARRL.  I believe this can be accomplished by 

increasing the number of hams in our Section who are members of the 

ARRL and by making the Ohio Section stand out as the place where the 

most new hams are being licensed.  I will promote ham radio in Ohio to the 

general public so they will know that Ham Radio is one of the greatest 

hobbies in the world!  With positive community actions, the public in 

general will hold us in high regard.  In the changing world of Emergency 

Communications there is much to be done to update and better organize the 

ham radio EmComm response ï incorporating ARES
®
, RACES and MARS 

into a coordinated effort.  I think that the Ohio Section should become a 

ñbest practicesò leader in demonstrating how this can be accomplished. 

 

     I've had a successful business career since I started my insurance agency 

in 1975.  I'm an Eagle Scout and on the board of a regional non-profit 

organization based in Portage County.  I was a founding member and the first 
Tom, WB8LCD 

Clarence, KD8ETS and his 

VX-170 radio. 
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president of the Portage County Amateur Radio Service, Inc.  (PCARS): www.portcars.org .  In just a few short 

years PCARS has gone from zero to over 150 active members.  PCARS has been recognized for its 

accomplishments by League headquarters staff and others in the ham radio community.  I've had the experience 

to prove that I can organize and accomplish what I set out to do.   

 

     More information is available on my website:  www.wb8lcd.org  and I invite you to email me directly at 

wb8lcd@arrl.net if you have any specific questions or concerns.  Please let me know what you think are the 

important issues we'll face in the Ohio Section in the immediate future. 

 

     I hope you will agree, and elect me as your section manager this coming August.  In the meantime, get on 

the air and enjoy the greatest hobby in the world! 
                                                                                                                                                                         73,   

Tom, WB8LCD 
 

 

Antenna Day Report 
 

     Weather: Really awful. High Wind Warnings were in 

effect. Temperatures were in 40ôs, occasional rain, steady 

winds at 10 mph, gusting to 15 mph. Heavier weather 

fronts were in the area, but they shifted to the north.  

 

     Attendance: 40 people signed in, which is a record. We 

also had a few guests who had heard of Antenna Day and 

dropped in to check us out.    

  

     Food: 4 dozen donuts, 64 cups of coffee, and ten pizzas were consumed. 

Cold drinks were available, but nobody seemed to want 

them. Thanks to Tom WB8LCD and Robin Fraedrich for 

dealing with the food. 

The 25KW generator, pride and joy of James KD8VT 

and the distribution panels he built worked flawlessly. It 

seems that disgruntled picnic partiers in the other 

pavilion deliberately tried to destroy our power feed 

across the road. James may run the power cables over the 

road, instead of across the road.   Downside: several cars had to be moved to accommodate his preferred 

parking spots (he took up five parking spaces!). He will have to come way 

early on Field Day to make sure he gets 

the same place again. 

 

     All stations were set up with no 

problems noted. The Flex station used the 

cutest little homemade trailer supplied by 

Rick K8CAV. The CW station set up in its alternate site of the little pavilion.  

The 6-meter station kept the tower low to the ground in anticipation of higher 

winds. 

     We conducted extensive testing to see which stations caused interference 

with other stations on different bands. Thanks to having antennas spread out, 

and in many cases, aligned in a north-south configuration, much of the 


