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Nov. 14, 2005

ARRL Affiliated
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March 22, 2010
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Presi damt 6s Col
As this is being written it is snowin

about the weather, hoping that the worst would be over by now. Oh, well. At least we ¢
a break for Freeze Your Acorns Off when it was cold but sunny. Ba he s now
longer. Hopefully.

It has been great to see how quickly local interest has grown in the use of soundcar
modes on VHF. Only a few months ago there was no digital activity on either the 146.8
repeater or on VHF siptex frequencies. Now the PCARSwWeekly Tuesday evening digitd
nets have as many as a couple dozen elmsckhere is an informal simplex net that has bg
operating on Sunday afternoons and you may even hear occasional digital ops on 147

any tme of the day.
/4

It has been a lot of fun, not just to
participate in the nets, but also to have
the chance to be part of a process that
introduces hams to a facet of the hobby
that they havenot t
have checked in to the digitatihout
of curiosity then downloaded and
installed digital software and gotten
up and running while the net was going.
How cool!

With nothing more than a radio, compute
and free software you can give digital ops
try with the help of other PRRS members
who will be glad to walk you through the basics and sorting out operational issues that
run into.

— e

KC8PD during FYAO

Within another month or so PCARS will have added its 200th member. That is an aif
milestone for a club that is barely five yeald. But one of the main reasons that PCARS
attracted so many members is its goal of providing them as many ways as possible to
some ham radio fun and then helping them in the process.

No matter whether it is one of the most recent digitad@soor traditional CW ops, and
everything in between, PCARS wi | | find
always, if there is anything that you would like to have as a PCARS program or activityj
know and we will find a way to makehappen.

Continued on Page
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AMATEUR RADIO AMATEUR RADIO

From the President continued from Page 1

On the serious side of the ham radio hobby, Tom, WB8LCD, our Ohio Section Liaison, has been keey
advised about a bill that has been introduced in Congress that could have a serious adversa ampateur
radio operators. HR 607 would take the 42 MHz band from its current users, which also include the
military, and allow it to be auctioned off for commercial purposes. Contact Tom for information about hov
can make your voice heardapposition to this legislation.

ing

/ you

Thanks again to Tom for all of his efforts to keep PCARS members advised about operations in the Qhio

Section and current issues that affect ham radio.

Hope to see you at the March meeting or at one of the upgddpecial Interest Group meetings or Net
Nites!
73,

Jim, KC8PD

saf saf wof*
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From the Vice President

As a small business owner, | wear a lot of hats. If | had to pick out the hat that is the most important fq
ongoing survival of the business,bw | d have to say it was fAsal es mgi
happens until a sale is made. It's true, unless someone buys the product, there's no need for the design¢
engineers, packers, shippers and accountants. (not to mention the many nésedsasf mismanagement)

r the
A N (
B[S,

Especially when times are tough, a good salesman can keep an organization viable. Does Amateur Radjo ne

good salesman?

Amateur Radio is considered a Acommuni c ataboatn s
the Atechnology of communicationsodo rather than
checki ns as nAcallsign, no traffice ' : : d ¢

RACES units across the country are seeking ways to be relevant in
their commurties, they have excelled in the ways that they are using
the technology of communications to pass traffic. Communicating
those skills and technologies to the end users of our services has ni
been a particularly strong point in the recent past.

I'm very proud to say that as a member of RACES of Portage
County, ARES of Portage County and ARES Ohio District Ten, thing
are changing. Especially here in Portage County, actual
communicationkave taken place with county authorities, and they a
beginningto see Amateur Radio operators in a different light. As mol
hams have gotten involved with NIMS training, especially at the
higher level courses, it has given them an opportunity to build
relationships with others in local Fire and Police departmentstigh

those relationships they will hopefully come to understand Amateur WBSLCD

Radio better, and have a positive attitude towards those hams who ao

volunteer for public service in that way. Awar
behalt

As the PCARS vice president, it's my responsibility to line up the speaker for our meetings. As my
predecessors Jim and Dave can tell you, it's not necessarily and easy task. So what other organizations
belong to? Men's club, garden clubate t ma st er s, Lodge, PTA, histori
you think that maybe they sometimes have a hard time lining up a good speaker for their meetings? Why
offer to make a presentation on ham radio, and how it relates to theiufzarinterests? Even if you don't feel
comfortable doing a presentation yourself, there are many qualified in PCARS to make an interesting
presentation for you. Please, help us to get together with them to solve their problem (coming up with an
interestiy meeting topic) and at the same time do a

Except for the occasional outburst over an unsightly antenna support structure, Amateur Radio is prefty

much an invisible hobby. Tell most people who don't already knawtafmu that you are a ham, and the mos

common response i s Awow, they still do that?o
forefront of fAsellingd Amateur Radi o in our <co
communicatorssinceneone el se is doing it. Put on your @fs

the planet (and in space, too).

Best73to all,
Tom, WBSLCD

- ————————— —— =&}
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LoTW Seminar and Workshop March 19th

This seminawill be held at the PCARS club si#garting at 10:00 am and
is open to all membeiisThose who simply want to determine if LoTW is fg
them, those who had received their initial LOTW password postcard, and :
those who are already active LoTW users are all welcome. N -

5% - JBF THE WORLD
If you want to have qur initial password postcard in time for this sessig \ .

time is short! The LOTW postcard is the first step in obtaining the LoT
certificate that will allow you to use Logbook of the World.

Stepby-step instructions to have this postcard sent tocgmube found at the following link:
http://tinyurl.com/LoTWPostcard

If you have already obtained your LoTW certificate and installed it on your computer, you should mak
portable backup copy that yo keep on media such as a thumb drive for safekeeping. This will also allow
to install your LoTW certificate on a notebook computer that you can use at the Mdrsbmi@ar.

Detailed instructions on how to do this may be found at the follolnkg http://tinyurl.com/LoTW
Backup. If you have any questions, contact mek&GP @portcars.org

George, K3GP

PORTAGE W
COUNTY

Mark Your Calendars
On the calendar for upcomimgeeting topics and activities are: RADIO B

PCARS
www.portcars.org

March 1% - Digital SIG at the club site 7 pm

March3™ - Net Nite at the Club Site 8 pm

March8" - QRP/CW SIG at the club site 7 pm

March 14" - PCARS Meeting- 7 pm- QSL'ing - KB8UUZ andW8HFY

March15" - MARS SIG at the club site 7 pm

March17" - Net Nite at the Club Site 8 pm

March19" - Logbook of the World (LoTW) - Hands On Seminar at the club sitE) am

March 2£'- Skywarn® Training - 6:30 pm- by NWS at the Maplewod Career Center,
7075 State Routeé8, Ravenna

March 22" - DX/Contesting SIG at the club site 7 pm

March 22 - First Anniversary for PCARS being a Special Services Club (2010)

March31% - Net Nite at the Club Site 8 pm

April 11" - PCARS Meeting- 7 pm- Special GuestRick Swain, KK8O Ohio Sectio®O

April 20" - Fifth Anniversary for PCARS being ARRL Affiliated (2006)

April 23 - New & Improved USB Soundcard Interface- At the club site by KBCAV

May d"- PCARS Meeting- 7 pm- Radio Orienteering aka ARDF by Matthew Robbins AA9YH

May 14" - Antenna Day- Practice set up for Field Day 2011 at the City Park in Ravenna

June 25826 - ARRL Field Day ! Big Fun for PCARS ! at the City Park in Ravenna
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Charlie the Tuteser 6s HF Hi gh

Welcome to thédX Column for March. There are quite a few interesting DX events coming in March. |
also have a few items |isted below that will ble
. minimum except where the event is REALLY interesting, likeevbry first

item below.

|l m hoping that you have had tihe
bands and work some DX. The sun spot cycle is cranking up and even 6
meters is showing some life. And just wiait is only going to get better!

| wart to thank the following for the forecast reports for February and
beyond: the Northern Ohio Amateur Radio Society, Northern Ohio DX
Association, Ohio/Penn Packet Cluster Network (especially Tedd
Mirgliotta, KB8NW for the following DX and IOTA informatiorPlease
remember that this report coul d| c«
busted call signs. So do yourself a favor and please adhere to the old adag
o f Work First Worry Lated  ( WF WL ) .

W8PT

2011 DX MARATHON IS UNDERWAY !l John, K9EL, CQ DX Marathon Admistrator,
reports: "CQ Magazine's 2010 DX Marathon is now over. Please hisi: Awww.dxmarathon.comfor details on submitting your
score.Submissions must be in by 2359z, January 31st, 2011. High claimed widbbesposted on the website after the submission
deadline. Winners for 2010 will be announced 1y&r 2011 in CQ Magazine. The 2011 Marathon is now underway. EVERY
Country is a new one! 2011 Score Sheets are available on the website."

4W6, TIMOR -LESTE. Operators Stuie/VK8NSB, Franck/VK8FNCY, Steve/9M6DXX, John/9M6XRO and Oliver/MWOJRX wil
be operating from the coast of Tirbeste (East Timor) between Septembe26&h. The location will bétauro Island (OC-232),
30km north of the capital Dili. Thereill be three stations, two using full licensed power linear amplifiers, and a third running 10pW.
Antennas will mainly be quartavave verticals and vertical dipoles, all located within a few meters of the ocean. Forak60
invertedL will be used Activity will be on all bands 16A0 meters using CW, SSB and RTTAtauro Island was chosen in order to
provide a quiet location well away from the electrical noise of downtown Dili. The Heauthsite will allow the group to put up
vertical antennas rigltty the ocean, providing additional leangle gain. In addition, the island counts asZ32 and is part of a very
rare |IOTA group having being confirmed by only 18% of active IOTA participants. A Web site will be available soon, @nd furth
details willbe published on the Web site. QSL via MOURX, direct (SAE plus 1 IRC/2 USDs), by the Bureau, or LOTW.

3D2, FIJI. Udo, DL9HCU, is once again in the Pacific for about 2 months and will be active as 3D2HEijir@@C -017).He likes
20 meters CW, so watch Q@2 or 14025 kHz between 050800z. Also, watch 14183 kHz (after 0500z), Udo will sometimes che¢k
into the ANZA Net. It is reported that he might not go island hopping this year as he has done in the past due to pmws fiondit
QRP. QSL via DL9HCU, byhe Bureau or direct to: Udo Moeller, Mienenbuettel 4, 21629 Neu Wulmstorf, GERMANY.

3W, VIETNAM . (Reminder) Bruce, XW1B, from Vientiane, Laos, is planning an operation flianang, Viethamusing the call
sign3W3B. He states that he will be living in Bang most of the year and anticipates being very active on the bands. At the stait of
his activity, he will use a simple statibantenna but plans to improve things later. QSL only via E21EIC. NO eQSLs.

5B, CYPRUS Zoli, HA5PP, will once again be actias 5B/HASPP durinthe CQ WW WPX SSB Contest (March-28th) as a
SingleOp/All-Band entryQSL via HASPP.

5X, UGANDA (Update). Nick, G3RWEF, will once again be active as 5X1NH framt Portal in western Uganda, and will be there
between February 19th épril 14th. Usually he is there to do voluntary work, so his activity is usually outside the work hours. He
prefers to operate CW but plans to also be on the Digital modes with some SSB. Activity will be on all bands except rb@&dm (nd
for an antennaand 6 meters is not licensed. He mentions that he will be taking a linear (thanks G3PJT) and hopes to make a better
effort on 80 meters. His rig is a K3. QSL via his home call sign and LoTW.

6V7, SENEGAL. (Reminder) Luc, F5RAV, will once again be activeri La Somone between February 26th and March 7th. He
will be operating from Jearrrancois, 6W7RV, QTH as 6V7T. Activity will be on SSB and PSK31, and ofil068eters (including
17 and 12m with a dipole only). He is planning to be in the French REF 88IB<ET (February 287th) and the ARRL DX SSB
Contest (March th). QSL via only direct to his home callsign.
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7P, LESOTHO. (Reminder) Operators Frosty/K5LBU (7P8CF) and Wayne/W5KDJ (7P8KDJ) will be active from the "Trading
Lodge" in Roma between Metn 11-:20th. Activity will be on 16010 meters using CW, SSB, RTTY and PSK. They plan to have 2
time stations on the air for the entire period using a Tennadyne T6 at about 40 feet, a R7 vertical along with a Tenyi&fyne TD
which is a folded Dipolehiat is 126 feet overall in length. QSL 7P8CF via K5LBU, direct or LOTW. QSL 7P8KDJ via W5KDJ, or
direct with SASE, LoTW and eQSL (No Bureau cards please).

9M6, EAST MALAYSIA. (Reminder) David, VO1AU, will be active as 9M6/VO1AU between Maretbgh. Hisactivity will

include the Commonwealth [BERU] and the ARRL DX SSB Contest (Maithbas a Singl®©p/All-Band/HighPower entry. QSL
via VO1MX. ADDED NOTE: David will be active in the southeast Asia area over the next 2 years. The QSL routes wiitiebe all
same, so look for activity from China (VO1AU/BY1TTY, VO1AU/BY1RX and VO1AU/ BY1DX), Japan (JG1RSL) and Hong K
(VR2/VO1AU).

9Q5, DEM. REPUBLIC OF CONGO i Reminder: CX2CC, is now active as 9Q50AR from the City of Goma, near the Rwanda
border and ishtere working for the United Nations for one year. He hopes to be active on CW (slow), SSB and the Digital mods
is using a TS430 transceiver into a Log Periodic or wire dipole. QSL via his home call sign CX2CC: Christian Cardaréda, Ave
Italia 3319 CP11600 Montevideo, Uruguay, South America. QSLs will not be answered until his return in December 2011. Plg
direct QSL send a SAE with 2 USDs or a new IRC.

AFRICAN TOUR (Western). Peter, HA3AUI, is once again heading to Western Africa in early 20ddk for him to be active as
6W2SC from Senegal and J5SUAP from GuiBiasau between February 1st and March 31st (tentative dates). Peter has used th
call signs before. His stays in Cabrousse,

Senegal (6W) will be very near to the border of Varelan€aBissau (J5), and he plans to make regular tripsdarid for the
beautiful beaches there (plans to also operate from there). Using his Elecraft K3 with 500wBandcaSpiderbeam and verticals,
Peter's activity will be on 1600 meters, mainly o8W and the Digital modes, but he will use the other modes on request. QSL d
via HA3AULI.

CYO, SABLEISLAND ( Update). Randy, NOTG, r e plbthtsshetatyet schefiule ioeactivar Sahl
Island. We welcome, Wayne, K8LEEhw has recently joined the team replacing WA4DAN who had to withdraw due to busineg
commitments. We will be traveling to Halifax, Canada, on March 5th to take care of final logistics details in preparidugon for

Post
full

ly

bng

pS. He

ase,

ese

irect

b h a
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charter flight to Sable. The team has ing@ixed their personal schedules to be as flexible as possible to adapt to any potential weathel

delays. The Web site will be updated periodically as to the status and any potential impact on the planned activatotunditzge, i
while in Halifax."

FG, GUADELOUPE. (Reminder) JeaRierre, F6ITD, will be active as FG/F6ITD from Guadeloupe and two islands between M
9-16th (2011). Activity will be on SSB and the Digital modes. He plans to visit the following two islands in the IOTLANgroup:
La Desira@ Island (March 9.6th) and Basse Terre Island (March3st). QSL via his home call sign, by the Bureau or direct.

FR8, REUNION ISLAND. Frederic, eX=5INL, will be active as FR8NE frofiReunion IslandAF-016) until July 2012. Activity
will be on 20/17/5/12/10 meters using mostly CW. QSL direct to Frederic Bossu, 2 Chemin des Grenadiers, 97490 Sainte Cld
Reunion Island or by the Bureau.

H44, SOLOMON ISLANDS. Bernhard, DL2GAC, reports that he will once again be on a DX vacation in the Solomais.|$lans
expected to arrive in Honiara, the capital, on January 13th and will (expected) depart on April 12th. He will once atjainase a
H44MS, usually on SSB only but will probably focus on the 80 and 40 meter bands. QSL via DL2GAC .

HG200, HUNGARY (Special Event). A group of Hungarian radio amateurs from Janoshalma will use the special call sign
HG200LST between January 1st and December 31st (2011). Activity is to celebrate the 200th anniversary of the birth of geni
composer, virtuoso pianist dpiano teacher Liszt Ferenc (Franz Liszt) (1:8886). QSL via HASGY.

HI, DOMINICAN REPUBLIC . Operators Tino/HI3CC, Franky/HI3FVA, Ezequiel/HI3EPR, Naomi/JM6EBU and Hiro/JA6WFN
will be active in the ARRL DX SSB Contest as HI3CC (Marebth) from Lomas dl Toro in Santiago (Lomadeltoro Contest Team'
HI3CCP station) (NA096, WLOTA LH-2974) as a MultSingle/LowPower entry. QSL via ON4IQ.

IOTA News

4A, REVILLAGIGEDO . An international team of operators will activ&evillagigedo Archipelago (IOTA NA30) as 4A4A
sometime in MarchOperators mentioned are Mark/XE1B (team leader), Javier/EAS5KM, EImo/EASBYP, Javi/EC4DX,
Fernando/EA5FX, Vicente/EASAFP, Santos/EA4AK and John/NSNTP. QSL via EB7DX.

KH9, WAKE ISLAND 1 (Reminder) WA2YUN, will once again be aate as KH9/WA2YUN from Wake Island (G053, USI O}
012S, WLOTA LH2293) for about one year while on work assignment. Activity will be limited to his spare time. QSL via K2PH
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AF-018. Operator Raffaele, IHOYMC, will be active froRantelleria Island (IIA TP-001, MIA MI -124, WW Loc. JM56XT),
African Italy, during the CQ WW WPX SSB Contest (MarchZah) as a SingleOp/low-Power entry. QSL via eQSL.

EU-125. Stefan, DL7AQOS, will be using the special call sign 5P5K fRemo Island between March 20th and Aptist. Activity

will be on 806 meters using a F857 with 500w into a vertical antenna near the beach. Look for 5P5K to also be operating in th

WPX Contest (March 2@7th) as a Singt®©p/All-Band/ HighPower entry. QSL via DL7AOS, direct using the Q8bm address or
by the Bureau.

J3, GRENADA. Roy, KEATG, will be active as J38RF between Februflgri March 10th. His primary interest is the Digital

modes using a 8 with a G5RV and phased vertical antennas. Please note that he will try to bem&b/eneters on channel 5. QSL

via his home callsign.

LU1, SOUTH SHETLAND ISLANDS. Diego, LU8DIP, is now active as LU1ZS from the Antarctic Base Teniente Camaétalfon
Moon Island (AN-010)until mid-March. Most activity has been on 20 meters SSB and gtimetersQSL via only LU4DXU.

0OC-239. Joni, YBOWZJ, will be active as YBOWZJ/p froboom Island during the RSGB IOTA Contest (July-31st) as a Single
Op entry. QSL only direct ti YBOWZJ.

PJ2, CURACAO (Correction). Operators Don/W5FKX, Jim/N5HZ, @dW5XU and Mike/W5ZPA will be active as PJ2/homecall
from the Signal Point Station (PJ2T) Garacao (SA099, WLOTA LH -0942)between March 1:Q7th. Activity will be on all bands

and modes. All QSLd&ds for this streoallsign. be sent via the indi

And finally a possible NEW DX Entity.

SOUTHERN SUDANTO RETURN TO COUNTRY STATUS. Over the last few months many have be

e CQ

en

waiting for the final outcome of the referendum vote for the separation of the Sudan and Southern Sudan, an

now the great outcome is here. With the overwhelming majority of 90% of the

people voting for another independent state, the Southern Sudan will once ag

become mdependent Wlth the Republlc of Sudan agreeing to honor the *
7 i v referendum, and the United

Y R '- Stategledging to recognize the

< | new country status in July, it
] would seem that the DXCC Entity List would be going up

.
= I e _ this new country @y even change its name, possibly

without the name Sudan in it. Anyway, with this separation

' taking place, there were two major announcements this p
week (possibly more in the coming weeks) of DXpeditions to take place in the middle of 2011 to #utvate
one (once the DXCC makes its ruling).

Theredéds a | ot more |isted for March but again
and see for yourself. Have a great March and until April, 73 es gud DX.

Chuck, W8PT

aka 'Charlie the Tuner

PCARS Yahoo Site

Members are reminded that PCARS has a Yahoo Group dedicated to PCARSP C,ql?
information. It's a great site to sign up for and get on the mailing list. G )

Check out the PCARS Yahoo Group fatp://groups.yahoo.com/group/PCARS/

Portage County Amateur Radio Service, Inc. (PCARTShe RADIOGRAM i March 20111 Page? of 26

one. Currently, reports indicate that the Southern Sudan V|
declare its independence on July 9th. There is even talk that

ill

QSt



http://groups.yahoo.com/group/PCARS/

Some Words from Weaver

+++ Great Lakes Division Convention September 11 +++

Being an odehumbered year, 2011 is a year for aabnual Great Lakes Division Conventidnwill be held
concurrent with the Findlay Hamfest in Findlay, OH on Sunday, September 11 ;TA@lConvention will be
held on the Hamfest grounds as a coordinated activity with the Haifesties of interesting seminar topics
and speakers is being demgéd for this event.

In addition to the seminars and speakers, Great Lakes Division Awards will be preSaraedouncement
requesting nominations for these awards will be made soahe meantime, the awards that are available a
the criteriafor them may be found by going to the GLD webditi#://arrkgreatlakes.organd clicking on
Awards in the column at the left side of the opening plgetime to begin to think of possible nominees ana
gatheing supporting information for these.

Attendance at the GLD Convention is free with the purchase of a
Findlay Hamfest ticket.

+++ This Month's Final +++

| often hear amateurs members and nemember alike- complain
about the price of membship in ARRL.I agree that $39 is not just a
bit of change that | could lose and not notide.the other hand, what
is Amateur Radio worth to each of Ua/hat value do we place on our
great avocation?

How many of us have other hobbié&hat do thes cost relative to
Amateur Radio®hat magazines do you subscribe kv much do
these costtcidentally, ARRL members do not subscribe to QISE
an inherent benefit of membership.

K8JE

Lets examine a few relative facts.

ARRL dues are $39/yf his figures out to just under 11 cents/day for a ylear.comparison, a subscription
to CQ magazine is $36/yfhis figures to be just under 10 cents/daam a long time subscriber to Cam
also a bit of a Civil War buff and subscribe to Civil Wames.It costs $39.95/yr for only 6 issuékhis means
it costs essentially the same as ARRL membershgmitoring Times in paper version is 32.95/yr x 12 issdes
just over 9 cents per day.

In addition, | recently received an invitation from tlational Rifle Association (NRA) to extend my
membershipThe regular cost for a twygear extension is $6@he special offer was for $5%hese prices aren't
bad.The cost to extend membership for two years (just over 7 cents/day) is somewhat less tha\RRL.

These comparisons are very superficial, howadrat members get in return for their dues or subscriptic
differs quite a lot.

With CQ, subscribers receive the magazine and can enter into a fepddQored contests each yaéary
nice contests | will addith my Civil War Times | receive six issues of a thinning, but quite nice, magazin
With Monitoring Times one receives the magazine which is devoted to many aspects of "wireless"
communications only one of which is AmateurdiRalt is a nice magazine.

NRA membership brings a monthly magazine and representation enelgted issues in Congre3se
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NRA does a good job with its legislative action effo@$.course, it has many more members than ARRL
which increases thié&elihood of success and also helps hold the cost of membership down.

What about ARRL®hat do members receive through membership in it? First, there isliQSa.top
notch journat- i.e., much more than merely a magazifieere also are theseral contests that take place on
nearly every amateur bantind, the awards- DX, WAS, VHF/UHF-- and many moreARRL sponsors the
Education & Technical Project (ETP), otherwise is known as the Big School
project.We've discussed this Project earliethis issueAlong the lines of
education, ARRL also manages numerous grants and scholarships for amateur
radio causes and operators.

What about AREE . This program is the true gold for radio amateurs in
presenting us as providing critical supporoto fellow citizens. Add to this the
Official Observer program that helps keep many amateurs on the right side pf
FCC rules and regulationshere is the VE Prograrithe ARRL VEC is the
largest Volunteer Examiner Coordinator in the country and is respeisib
many respects for there being a VE Program..

How many of you have contacted the ARRL Technical Department for
assistance with a sticky problemfaybe you have contacted the ARRL
Regulatory Information Department to ask questions about FCCatend and
International communications lawbf®ow many other organizations provide
these services?

Even though there are numerous additional services provided by ARRL,
will stop the litany of member services with the abdvg.point is that $39/yaa
is truly inexpensive when compared with everything ARRL makes available fo
us memberdgrinally, ARRL is the most major developer and publisher of ham radio technical, instructional
materials and Amateur Radio promotional materials in the world.

| have no doubt that any amount of dues may be too much for some pewglee vast majority of us,
though, the total value ARRL membership offer for $39 in dues is a true bargak! about it.

Jim Weaver, K8JE
Director ARRL Great Lakes Division

m:mm
Happy Birthday PCARS Members
PCARS members having a birthdayNiarch

WS8KNO Joe Wehner K8QF Russ Conklin
K8SRR Steve Randlett AB8YN Ray Czech
KD8FLU Linda Godfrey KD8BHX Lorraine Davison
KJ4AMPN Herschell Taylor, Jr. NOJIW Ralph Wagnitz
AES5WX Daryl Stout KD8FDK Rich Taushanoff
KD8JRF Rod Stickle WBSLCD Tom Sly
KB3GXB Jennifer Andrews KD8CGF Art Dembinski

@=@
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PCARS VE Test Sessions

AMATEUR RADIO
VOLUNTEER EXAMINER

@ ARRL VEC

PCARS VE sessions are scheduled for the first Saturday of every even numbere
month.

April 2 ~ June 4~ August6 ~ October 1 ~ December 3

VE sessions for Technician, General & Amateur Extra start at 10:00 am at the Center of Hope: 1034 West

Main St. in Ravenna. Walias are always welcome. Please bring your original FCC license, a copy of you
FCC licenseyour FRN number if you are already licensed or registered with the FCC (or your SSN numb
you're not registered), your original CSCE (if you have one), a copy of your CSCE (if you have one), a pl
ID, and $15.00 in cash or a check for $15.00 mad¢cotARRL-VEC". We look forward to seeing you

Jim, KC8PD
PCARS VE Team Liaison

Bring a Friend to Field Day

In 2010 some 140 members and guests visited the PCARS Field Day operation. This was far and aw;i
largest turnout at anfyield Day event in the Ohio Section. More importantly, out of the 2617 total Field Da
entries PCARS ranked at ‘ @
number five for attendance. D Bl e TP S G

This was an exceptional
accomplishment. The top I
spot was taken by the North | 5 &
Fulton Amateur Radio
League which s the
Dayton Hamvention
Amateur Radio Club of the
Year. The NFARL is a 250+
member club that serves the | -
heavily populated greater
Atlanta area, particularly
north Fulton County.

B 13 Z 8
b, e ' 1 i a\“l

It says a lot about PCARS that we have nearly 200 members but arerbasedinty whose population is
less than 160,000. It would say a whole lot more about PCARS if we could top the turnout at the NFARL
Day site!

So the PCARS Fi el d BihgyFrignthtelriedd Dayo 06 RO hé& mber it h a

r
er if
noto

y th

Fielc

t

primary goals of Field Day are to provide a public demonstration of amateur radio activities and to encourage

interest in the hobby. What better way to accomplish that than for each of us to recruit friends, neighborg
workers, you name it, to visit ouDFoperation?

| am asking every PCARS member who attends Field Day this year to bring at least one guest to the
Let 6s share the fun of the ham radio hobby wit

Jim, KC8PD
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Top 100 DX- the Most Wanted List

2(;10 PREFIX COUNTRY 22#09 2(3#10 PREFIX COUNTRY 2?#09
1 |P5 NORTH KOREA 1 51 |T33 BANABA 48
2 |[KP1 NAVASSA 2 52 |YV@ AVES ISLAND 52
3 [3Y/B BOUVET 4 53 |PYQDT TRINDADE 42
4 |70 YEMEN 5 54 |VP6 PITCAIRN 69
5 |VK@/H HEARD ISLAND 6 55 |R1IMV MALYJ VYSOTSKIJ 63
6 |FT5Z AMSTERDAM 9 56 [3D2C CONWAY REEF 24
7 |ZS8 MARION ISLAND 3 57 |3C EQUATORIAL GUINEA 57
8 |VP8/S SOUTH SANDWICH 10 58 |FO/M MARQUESAS 53
9 |FT5W CROZET 7 59 |H49 TEMOTU 62
10 |BS7 SCARBOROUGH 11 60 [T5 SOMALIA 56
11 |VP8/O SOUTH ORKNEY 12 61 [1AQ SOV.MIL. ORDER -MALTA 73
12 HK@/M MALPELO 14 62 |FO/C CLIPPERTON 90
13 |VK@/M MACQUARIE 15 63 |YA AFGHANISTAN 47
14 [SVIA MT ATHOS 13 64 9N NEPAL 72
15 [FR/T TROMELIN 16 65 |FK/C CHESTERFIELD 31
16 |ZL9 AUCKLAND & CAMPBELL 17 66 |E5/N NORTH COOK 57
17 |KH5K KINGMAN REEF 18 67 [TI9 COCOS ISLAND 100
18 |PY@S ST PETER & ST PAUL 19 68 |A5 BHUTAN 71
19 |[KH5 PALMYRA 20 69 |D6 COMOROS 80
20 |FRUIE JUAN DE NOVA 21 70 |FJ ST BARTHELEMY 78
21 |VP8/G SOUTH GEORGIA 26 71 [XX9 MACAU 70
22 |KH9 WAKE 23 72 [EZ TURKMENISTAN 74
23 |BV9P PRATAS 25 73 X JAN MAYEN 85
24 |KH3 JOHNSTON 30 74 [T3@ WESTERN KIRIBATI 61
25 |E3 ERITREA 27 75 [T2 TUVALU 87
26 |KH1 BAKER & HOWLAND 33 76 |VK9/C COCOS KEELING 75
27 |CE@IX SAN FELIX 32 77 |ZK3 TOKELAU 58
28 [T31 CENTRAL KIRIBATI 29 78 [T32 EASTERN KIRIBATI 91
29 VU4 ANDAMAN 34 79 [1J CAMEROON 96
30 |KH7K KURE 37 80 |YK SYRIA 84
31 |ZD9 TRISTAN DE CUNHA 36 81 |CEQ@/Z JUAN FERNANDEZ ISLAND 64
32 |1S SPRATLY 41 82 |TT CHAD 89
33 |FT5X KERGUELEN 38 83 |VKI/X CHRISTMAS ISLAND 68
34 |KH8/S SWAINS ISLAND 50 84 |VP8/SS |SOUTH SHETLAND 86
35 |ZL8 KERMADEC ISLAND 28 85 |KH8 AMERICAN SA MOA --
36 [XZ MYANMAR 39 86 [TN CONGO 79
37 |JD1/M MINAMI TORISHIMA 40 87 |FO/A AUSTRAL 59
38 |S2 BANGLADESH 44 88 |KH4 MIDWAY 22
39 PBY/P PETER | 43 89 |ZK2 NIUE =

40 |EP IRAN 46 90 |FW WALLIS & FUTUNA 82

41 [3C@ ANNOBON 35 91 |S@ WESTERN SAHARA --

42 VU7 LAKSHADWEEP 55 92 5V TOGO 92

43 |FRIG GLORIOSO 8 93 |AP PAKISTAN 76

44 |XF4 REVILLA GIGEDO 66 94 |HV VATICAN 95

45 |C2 NAURU 49 95 |VK9/L LORD HOWE --

46 AW TIMOR LESTE 60 96 XW LAOS 99

47 [3D2R ROTUMA 45 97 [BWIXV VIETNAM 83

48 |CY9 ST PAUL ISLAND 77 98 QU BURUNDI 98

49 |VK9/M MELLISH REEF 54 99 BA MONACO --
50 |CYQ SABLE ISLAND 65 100 KPS DESECHEO --

How are YOU doing?
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Band Pasg-ilter Project- The Continuing &ga
The next to the last chapter of the Band Pass Filters project.

After the probéms of last month and everything | found out, | started to rebuild the Band Pass Filters.
found out very quickly that the new design was a lot more robust than the !‘m,._.,-_. .__,._,;'LFM
older one. | completed the 20eter Band Pass Filters, since it was the easef ,?p . i
one to build Using the procedures from the ham that is helping me, I first
tuned the input and output circuits. With the new tuning procedure they ca
right in to spec. Then Il installed the connecting circuit and tuned it. What &
surprise, théBand Pass Filtawvas 11 across the band. The only way | can

tune them is with an MFJ antenna analyzer.

With that in mind | rebuilt the Hneter and the tfheter Band Pass
Filters. | had the same results with them both. They took about 4 hours e
to build and tune upSince | do not have the special test equipment to do a
the final tuning, | have sent them off to the ham that has been helping me

with the project. He has received them and at this time | do not know how tl ABBAA
are. | will know more by next month andg®to have them back soon.

More from here next month, looks like I still have my sanity 73,

The Portage County RACES unit welcomes new member, Al ZielikE8LEB. Rick Kruis, KBCAV, and
Steve Randlett, KBSRR, had joined the RACES team last Fall, so we now have a total ebtveemimbers,
nineteen active plus two on inactive status.

This has been a busy period for RACES members. A half dozennothénee recently completed the ICS
300 twaday class, Intermediate ICS for Expanding Incidents. They included Bill, WB9LBI, Mike, KB8TUY
Sandy, KD8JCY, Robert, N8RLG, Mike, KD8FLZ, and myself.

This is a fairly intensive course that requires all studengparticipate in a
number of challenging problem solving scenarios using the Incident Comman
System.The ICS300 course is for midnd upper incident command managers
and is required for those who will be members of the Portage County Incidenjg
ManagemenTeam.

One of the benefits of RACES membership is the opportunity to take cours
such as this. There will be another {330 course offered in May and an ICS
400, Advanced ICS for Command and General Staff, class will be held in June.

The frst quarter RACES drill will be held on March 12th and will include operations at the county
Emergency Operations Center, the Red Cross and Robinson Memorial Hospital The purpose of the drill
test the developing skills of RACES members in usingaligopmmunications. Those will include both text an
data messages as well as photo images and PDF files.
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Portage County RACES offers a great opportunity for hams who would like to be involved in assisting
public and private agencies that pridisaster relief and other crucial services. Anyone who would like m
information about RACES should contact rke8pd@aol.com

The annual National Weather Service Skywarn training will be held in Portagey@sultonday, March
21st starting at 6:30 p.m. at the Maplewood Career Center on State Route 88 just north of St. Rt. 14. Th
the training is being sponsored by the Portage County Office of Homeland Security and Emergency
Management. The program isespto the general public, you do not have to be a ham to participate.

Remember that one of the greatest weather risks in our area is flooding and with the Spring thaw com|
(hopefully) along with seasonal rain make sure that you pay special attentigh water conditions. Never try
to navigate a flooded road, either by driving or walking through it, because flowing water can whisk you ¢
your feet or start floating a vehicle before you have a chance to get out safely.

Please take the oppanity to participate in the ARES of Portage County Training Nets on alternating
Thursdays at 7:00 p.m. local time on the 146.895 repeater. The nets are open to all hams in the area an

participation is appreciated. Also, check out the PCARS Dilygalever other Tuesday (next net March 8th) at

7:30 p.m.

Watch for reminders of upcoming pubic service events that will be open to area hams including the C
Marathon which will be on May 22nd this year.
73,

Jim, KC8PD/AAMS5EOH

Radio Officer, Portage County EMA/RACES

EC, ARES" of Portage County

Emergency Operations Officer, Ohio Army MARS

ARRL Asks Members to Write in Opposition to HR 607

The ARRL is asking its members to contact their US representatives in opposition to the se&tRIGDdf
that could affect the Amateur Radio Service allocation at4@DMHz. HR 607%- The Broadband for First
Responders Act of 2011 would address certain spectrum management issues, including the

creation and maintenance of a nationwide Public Safety broadband

network. It was introduced into the US House of Representatives
S5 9 AL February 10.

R R The national association for

AMATEUR RADIO ARRL Regulatory Information Manager Dan Henderson, N1ND,

not oppose the concept of dedicated spectrum for the development of a Public Safety infrast
and wireless network. We object to the bill because of ttlasion of 428440 MHz as part of the
spectrum to be swapped and auctioned to commercial users.” You can find a sample letter, "How to Fing
Representative" and the contact information for ARRL's legislative consultant, Chwat & Co, here:
http://www.arrl.org/sampHletters

From the ARRL
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Field Day2011- Need Ops & Loggers

We'relooking for volunteers to help man the stasdior the PCARS 2011 Field Dawe will be working
shifts fromthe starto the end ofield Day. Are you looking to have BIG FUN? Well, you will if you sign up
NOW. Contact one or more of the station captains and get your
name on the lists. Field Day is always lots of fun for all PCARS

members and this year will be even bgtt ’ ARRL Field Day

Here are the station captains to contact:

20 Meter Station contactWBSLCD@portcars.org
40 Meter Station contactN8EQJ@portcars.org
Flex Station contactKk8MSF@portcars.org

CW Operators contactWB2DFC@portcars.org
VHF Station- contactK CBRJR@portcars.org
GOTA Station contactKB3OQV@portcars.org

March April
3 | KD8FDK 7 N8XTH
10 | WB8LCD 14 | KD8FLZ
17 | N8RLG 21 | KD8JCY
AMATEUR RADIO 24 | KC8PD 28 N8QE
31 | KB8UUZ

The PCARS net iEun - tell your friends to check in via RF or Echolinkt you have not been a Net Control
Operator for PCARS and would like to give it a shot, please contact MB&8L.CD @portcars.org Everyone
who is a club member iselcome to have a turn!

Tom, WBSLCD
PCARS Net Control Coordinator

P ==

PCARS Patches & Stickers

PCARS logo patches & stickers are now available!! Put the patch on you
hat, your shirt, your jacket and show off
that PCARS logo!! The patch is

onlss LT approximately\8". The embroidery on the
%“J{f 535;‘}‘3‘ v white patch is in Red, Black and Blue.
- :’ééf 35:?4{ U: ' L= Cost for a patch is $2.00 each and can be

- obtained at any PCARS meeting. There

are 2 types of stickers availabla 4" x 6"
oval and a 3" x 10" bumper sticker.
Stickers are $1 each. Shgwur pride in
PCARS- Wear a patch, use the stickers! If you would like to order by mail
contact the club Treasurer: Bill, WBOLBI a¥VBILBI@portcars.org
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Ohio ARES’ Tenth District Training Announcement

Saurday, March 26th at 9:08M - Fldigi/Narrow Band Emergency Messaging System. The training is
open to all licensed amateur radio operators. You do not have to be a member of any particular club, pr
or organization to participate.

The trainirg will be held at th@riPoint Medical Centewhichis located at 7590
Auburn Rd, Concord, OH 44077 near Interstate 90 and State Route 44. The trs
will be held in the Lubrizol Conference room in the Physician Pavilion on the No
end of the campus.

9:00AM to 9:30AM will be checkn and meet & greet. Fresh hot coffee will be
available. 9:33AM to Noon will be classroom instruction, Noon t®@PM will be
a fantastic free lunch, and0D PM to 300 PM will be hands on activities. There wallso be a review on
hardware and software options. Those who have attended a tenth district training know we take care of
volunteers at lunch time!

The training is open to all licensed amateur radio operators. However, participants are sskddito
email tow8dec@ohioares10.ortp register. Be sure to include the following when registering:

your name call sign- email addresscity you live in- your zip code
how many people will be attendirgny dietary restrictionsand/or food allergies.

Participants are instructed not to register by any other means to ensure accountability. Participants n
registered no later than Wednesday, Marafd 28 food can be purchased in an adeqaateunt of time.
Walk-in's are authorized but they will not get to enjoy the awesome free lunch. Cafeteria is available as
pop machines.

Contact me if you have any questions or need more information.
73,

Matt, WBDEC

District Emergency Coordinator
ARES Tenth District - ARRL OH Section

@m:@
Hamfest Calendar

03/20/2011 TMRA Hamfest/Computer Fair - Location: Owens Community CollegéStudent Health & Activity Center30335 Oregon Rd.
Perrysburg, OH 43551Website:http://www.tmrahamradio.orgSponsor: Toledo Mobile Radio Association (TMRAJontact: Brian Harrington ,
WD8MXR - 4463 Holly Hill Dr. Toledo, OH 43614Phone: 418855624- Email: wd8mxr@gmail.om

04/09/2011 55th Annual Hamfest, Electronics, and Computer Show Location: Emidio & Sons Party Cente48 East Bath Rd.Cuyahoga
Falls, OH 44221 Website:http://www.cfarc.org/hamfest2011.htmEponsor: Cuyahoga Falls Amateur Radio GlBublic Contact: Ted Sarah ,
WS8TTS- 239 Bermont Ave. Munroe Falls, OH 4426RPhone: 336882013

05/20/2011 05/22/2011- Dayton Hamvention- Location: Hara Arena1001 Shiloh Springs Rd.Dayton, OH 4581 - Website:
http://www.hamvention.org/ Sponsor: Dayton Amateur Radio Association

06/05/2011 Breezeshooters Hamfest and Computer Showlocation: Butler Farm Showground$27 Evans City Rd- Butler, PA 16001
Website:http://iwww.breezeshooters.neSponsor: Breezeshooters ARContact: Robert Benna , N3LWRL010 Willow Drive Pittsburgh, PA
15237- Phone: 412866-0488- Email: n3lwp@verizon.net

“@zmm‘
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WBSLCD Shack ©nstruction Project

Since our newsletter editor is always barking
have a shack to send a shot in of. I've been set up on an old computer table in the basement, out in the
the mst 20+ years now. Seems like anytime something (anything) has to be stashed somewhere in our
household, it ends up on my operating desk. The shack and the workbench area have no separation.

Back in January | took the materldiad on hand, got started and just kept on going.

Photos show my progression from start to finish of the construction. Next month, when | have everyth
back in and organized, Il "1l send in a proper A

The shack fridge is in armperational.
Tom, WB8BLCD

mmm
Technician Class Starts March 22nd

The Spring 2011 PCARS Technician Class will begin on Tuesday, March 22nd at 7:00 p.m. at the cluk
705 Oakwood Street in Ravenna.

As in the past, there is a $25 fee for thersewhich also gives the student a-gear membership in
PCARS. Technician manuals will be available for purchase and they are also $25.

Preregistration is not necessary but it is helpful for our planning. Students can also register onnigétfirg
of the class. Anyone wanting more information can contact me at aylwardjim@aol.com29738879. The
flier for the class is attached and we would appreciate it if you would make copies and post them on bull
boards at your church, school, r®popost office, etc.

73,

Jim, KC8PD
- &=
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