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When All Else Fails ~ Amateur Radio Works

May 2010 ~ Official Newsletter of the Portage County Amateur Radio Service, Inc. (PCARSYot 5 No. 5

~ Meetings & Nets ~

2" Monday of
eachmonth. 7pm
Thursday nights

Nets at §m
on 146.895

PCARS Incorporated
Nov. 1, 2005

First Meeting
Nov. 14, 2005

ARRL Affiliated
April 20, 2006

Special Services
Club
March 22, 2010

Col

Tom, WB8LCD, and Dave, WB2DFC, and | had the chance to attend the recent Ra
Chamber of Commerce Raven Awards dinner. Family & Community Services was beir]
honored with a Raven Award for the improvements to the Dietrich Youth Center buildir
which al® houses the PCARS club site. F&CS wanted to include the club in the cerem
because of all the work by PCARS members in building renovations. Thanks again to §
you who had participated!

President 6s

umn

Here come two of the busiest months of the year f
ham @adio fun. This month there will be PCARS Anten
Day on May 8th with the Dayton Hamvention the
following weekend. Then on the fourth weekend of JuU
it's time for Field Day.

The Hamvention is sight to behold. The world's
largest gathering of ham radio operators, it is a trade
show, flea market and convention all rolled into one.
Around thirty thousand hams from all fifty states and
countries around the world will be thefeor those of us
in Northeast Ohio it is less than a four hour drive to g

Jim, KC8PD to the Hara Arena. How lucky is that? Even if you ca
only make it for one day you can still manage the drive down and back that same day.
people are spending thousandslollars to get to Dayton and we can make the trip on a
couple tanks of gas.

Why the sales pitch for Dayton? Whether you are a new or old ham you owe yourse
to the Hamvention. You can see first hand virtually any kind of ham radio geaor rodaly
for sale. You can meet other hams from all corners of the globe and have an eyeball Q
will remind you of how ham radio brings us all together. You can learn more about alm
every aspect of the hobby, either by attending the many foruting atena or the offite
meetings of the special interest groups: QRP, DXing and contesting to name a few. YQ
stop by the ARRL Expo to get an update on all of the League's services for its membe
can also do some shopping at the DX Enginedsowh and catch a brief visit with the
PCARS members who are DXE staff and will be working their tails off.

We want to encourage all of our members to try to make it to Dayton. It is an experiq4
that you won't soon forget (especially if it rains cats and dogs) and you will be marking
calendar for Dayton in 2011. If you can make it this year, tretdgthe ARRL Expo at
11:00 o'clock on Saturday morning so that you can be in the PCARS group photo.

Continued on Page 2
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From the President continued from Page 1

Back at home, Antenna Day and Field Day are hallmark events for PCARS members. Antenna Day is our
annual dry run for the Field Day setup. Itis also a great excuse to get out for some ham radio fun. We will
spend the better part of the day at Raveditya Park erecting antennas and putting stations on the air. You can
expect that there may be a stop down the road at the club site for-gleinshing debriefing.

Special thanks to this year's Field Daydtwirs, Bill, WBOLBI, and Chuck, W8PTor all of their efforts to
incorporate the best of past years' Field Days with changes and improvements for this year. They have done
their best to open up participation and spread responsibilities around. This year there are new captains for all
the gations (20 and 40 meters, CW, and the flex station) as well as some new assignments. One of those is
James, KD8VT, (aka, the Electric Chair) who is in charge of power generation and distribution. Just wait till
you see the mobile 28N generator that heals assembled for FD. It is amazing.

Field Day is a full weekend of fun and provides loads of opportunities for all PCARS members to get
involved. You can sign up as an operator or logger, you can help with setup and tear down or even assist the
food service team being led by Robert, NBRLG. By the way, make sure that you get your reservation in for ths
delicious Saturday night dinner. Robert needs to know how many guests he will have for dinner so that he ca
plan ahead. This year there will be a meidgs.00 charge for neARCARS members who would like to come for
dinner.

So mark your calendars and try to make it to all of these events.
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In the meantime we hope to see you at the May and June meetings. Things are working out well at our ne
meeting location, the On Tap Grille in Stow. The restaurant managensayurteout of their way to make sure
that they have plenty of servers to take care of the crowd. They are very happy with the business that we brir
It has been nearly a full houseeach of the last two meetings.

As always, if there are suggestions that you have for PCARS programs or activities get in touch with me o
Dave, WB2DFC. We always want to be sure that your club is meeting your expectations.
73,

Jim, KC8PD

From the Vice President

It's an exciting time for us with lots of tgpming events! Antenna Day, Dayton Hamvention, Field Day,
contests galore, and more! A truly great time to be wrapped up in the hobby! | hope you are planning on
enjoying many of thesevents. Almost like a Field Day "kiesff", May 8th is The PCARS Antenna Day at
Ravenna City Park. This is the day PCARS uses to "proof read" the Field Day plan. If it needs to be fixed,
changed, adapted, tuned up, soldered, hammered, sawed, weldddasset etg this is the day it happens!

The full station crews should arrive on time and get the stations on the air, test the operation of gear and
antennas. It's also a great opportunity to see if any of your personal accessories will woltkofresdpw
keys, paddles, etc). So bring your plug in options. Better yet, contact the station captain for some hints on wh
will work and what won't. See you at Antenna Day and Field Day.

If you attended the 1st ever PCARS QRP Swap/Shop/Op
event, you saw the club site being used for exactly what it was
intended. A great resource for our members, a place to meet,
learnandoperate. All PCARS members should make it to at
least one event at the
club site. The QRP
Swap/Shop/Op event
attracted several

KDSFDK, KDSLDY, KB8TUY, KC8RJR enjoying  members. Besides
the QRP Day activities operating and making a
few contacts, the chance for "eyeball" QSOs abounded. It is certainl
thrill to see members really enjoying the fellowship the club site seem
to foster. I included a few picturésr your enjoyment. | hope see all
of you at the PCARS Club Site.

More PCAR_S_ members enjoyi_ng the QRP
And speaking of big deals..... The Grandest of Hrast Events.the activities at the club site
Dayton Hamvention. If you never been thergou really must make the trek gnidyou are a regulat will see
you there.

72/73 for now...and see you at Antenna Day...

Dave, WB2DFC
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WBS8LCD for Ohio Section Manager

In August 2010, the Ohio Sectiontbie ARRL will elect a new Section Manager. | have been nominated
for and am actively running to be your next Ohio Section Manager. My naroeni$ly i WB8LCD.

There are three things you should know before casting your vote for me:
Who am 1?
What is my vision for the Ohio Section?
Why am | qualified for the position?

I'm a lifelong resident of Ohio and have been a ham for 43 of my 57 years. I'm married with three adult
children;our first grandchild is due right about the timeb# at the Dayton Hamvention. | graduated from the
University of Akron with a degree in Finance. Since graduation I've beearsplbyed as an Independent
Insurance Agent.

First licensed in 1967, I've always been an active ham. My currentdthonactivities include QRP,
contesting and DXing. I'm active in my local club and have been angtatin the club's Techniciaand
General upgrade classes as well as a member of the VE team.

As Ohio Section Manager my goal will be to make the Ohio Section the premier section in the ARRL. |
believe this can be accomplished by increasing the number of hams in our
Section who are members of the ARRL and by making the Ohio Section {§ ,*
stand ougs the place where the most new hams are being licensed. | wil
promote ham radio in Ohio to the general public so they will know that
Ham Radio is one of the greatest hobbies in the world! With positive
community actions, the public in general will haoislin high regard. In the
changing world of Emergency Communications there is much to be done'IC
update and better organize the ham radio EmComm response .
incorporating ARES, RACES and MARS into a coordinated effort. |
think that the Ohio Sectionshold become a fibest p r_J)Fc tdi
demonstrating how this can be accomplished.

ader

I've had a successful business career since | started my insurance agenc
in 1975. I'm an Eagle Scout and on the board of a regiongbnudit
organiation based in Portaggounty. | was a founding member and the
first president of the Portage County Amateur Radio Service, Inc. (PCARS)
www.portcars.org In just a few short years PCARS has gone from zero tol®@eactive members. PCARS
has been recognized for its accomplishments by League headquarters staff and others in the ham radio
community. I've had the experience to prove that | can organize and accomplish what | set out to do.

Tom, WB8BLCD

More informaton is available on my websitevww.wb8lcd.org and | invite you to email me directly at
wb8lcd@arrl.netf you have any specific questions or concerns. Please let me knowauthink are the
important issues we'll face in the Ohio Section in the immediate future.

I hope you will agree, and elect me as your section manager this coming August. In the meantime, get on
the air and enjoy the greatest hobby in the world!
73,

Tom, WBSLCD
) e T
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Dayton Hamventioff 2010

Here it is- May. To hams
around the world, that mearts
Dayton Hamventin® time

Dayton ;e ®
Ha Ventlon again. Between May 14 and

Sponsored by Dayton Amateur Radio Association May 16, Amateur Radio
Since 1952 Operators will be making their

annual trek to Trotwood, Ohio to
attend the largest gathering of
ham dealers and the lag} flea
market- anywhere.

We're lucky. We only live a few short driving hours from the Dayton
Hamventi®®. Hams from all over the world dream about going, but just can't make it, and we live about 4
hours drive from there.

If you have been thie - you know. If you have never been there, GO.

| can remember taking Friday off from work, leaving late Thursday night (actually about 3 am Friday) to
arrive at the Hara Arena by 7:30 am. To be there at opening time and walk all around theemsadoooths
(well over 150), and then take in that giant flea market. From 8 am until about walkn walk, walk. Then,
getting back in the car and coming home. Other times at Hamvention, | got a room or shared a room and was
able to see even more,dwing | could slow my pace a bit. What a wonderful experience for an Amateur Radio

Operator.

GO! Who knows, maybe you will run
into that DX person you contacted once
and be able to say hello in person! Even if g
you don't buy anything, it is worth taking
the time and making the trip to the
Hamvention.

Been there before? Go again. Thare i
always something new.

Going to look for some goodies? Make f¥ .75
a shopping list so you won't forget that
SpeCIaI doehlckey you want. When World's Biggest Outdoor Ham Radio Flea Market

looking in the giant flea market, stay
focused, if you see whgbu want, go for it! But, ask questiondoes it work? Really? And, don't be afraid to

haggle- $10? Hey I'll give you $8it works, and the dealers pretty much expect it.

e T

So glance through the catalogs, check over those spare parts and write sipopping list. Get ready for
the FUN athe Dayton Hamventi®. Drive safe, take pictures and I'll see you somewhere at Hamvention 2010.

Tom, KB8UUZ
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Charlie the Tunerdés HF High Lites

May is here!! Dayton is only 2 weeks away!! The bands etieed! What a time to be an Amateur Radio
Operator!!

K8BNYM 1 Wes sent in his monthly DX report and | am starting to expect it
every month, so keep up the good work Wes. The following might be a partial list
but for April Wes reports working thellowing DX: Balearic Island, Iraq, Israel,
Kenya, Republic of Congo, Guingassau, Gibraltar, Gabon, Hong Kong, Iceland,
China and Tajikistan. | repeatGood job Wes.

KE8GT Jim also sent in a report of over 80 DX contacts. Hesesome of the
more interesting ones worked: E. Kiribati, Vietnam, Japan, Morocco, Albania,
Cambodia, China, Hong Kong, Zimbabwe, French Polynesia, Turkey, Algeria,
United Arab Emirates, and Turks & Caicos. Some of these Jim worked multiple

times on diferent bands. But ALL 80 plus contacts were made on CW at 100
Chuck, W8PT watts!! WAY TO GO Jim!!

And here is what you can look for in the next few months or so.

But before we get to the DX, | want to thank those local Hams that sent me reporisafdbess and also
the following for the forecast reports: the Northern Ohio Amateur Radio Society, Northern Ohio DX
Association, Ohio/PenRacket ClusteNetwork (especially Tedd Mirgliotta KB8NW for the following DX
and IOTA information. Please rembar that this report can contain some erroneous information due to the
simple nature of bad info or busted call signs, so do yourself a favor and please adhere to the old adage of
AWork First Worry Latero (WFWL).

DX PAPER CHASE - 4M200/YV200/YW200, VENEZJELA (Special Event). Look for several different stations to be
active until December 31st, to celebrate the 200th anniversary of Venezuela's Independence. Some of the stations that
have been active are: 4M200AQ@perator Manuel; Activity mainly on PSénh 40/30/20/15/10m; QSL via YV5AJ.

YV200D - Operator Paolo; Activity mainly on RTTY on 30m; QSL via YV1DIG.

YW200A - Operator Alfredo; Activity on PSK and SSB on 20/15m; QSL via YV5SSF.

YW200ER- Operator Elvis; Activity on SSB on 40/20/15m; Q@a YV8ER.

YW200L - Operator Frank; Activity on RTTY and PSK, on 30/15m; Q&L YV5LI.

YW200T - Operator Juan; Activity on SSB, RTTY and PSK, on 40/30/20/15m; QSL via YV5JBI.
A "Bicentenary of Venezuelan Independence Award" is available by mgakithe 6 special callsign: 4M200AJ,
YV200D, YW200A, YW200ER, YW200L andW200T. More information is expected to be available at:
http://www.radioclubvenezolano.org/concurso.htm

IOTA

8Q, MALDIVES . Ron, DL5JAG, will be active as 8Q7SR and on holiday fEEmbudu Island, South Male Atoll (AS
013), between May-23rd.No otherdetails were provided. QSL via his home call sign, direct wW/SAE and ppogtage
for return. Log will be uploaded to LoTW-A months after hikoliday, and for eQSL.cc about 1 month. Also, he does
mention to visithe following Web pagéehttp://www.protectthemaldives.de

9H, MALTA - GOSGB, will be active as 9H3/GOSGB/p from Malta (BR3,MIA MM -001, WLOTA LH-1113)
between June 125th. He will also be activikEom Gozo Island (EL023, MIA MM-004, WLOTA LH-0046) as
9H4/GOSGB/p. (No specific dates were provided). His activity will focus on lighthemtseations from Malta. QSL via
his home callsign, direct only.
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