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Presidentôs Column 
 

     There has been so much happening since last month's newsletter it's hard to decide where 

to start.  How about with Field Day? 

 

     This year's Field Day was an unqualified success.  FD Co-Captains Bill, WB9LBI, and 

                                                     Chuck, W8PT, did an excellent job of coordinating the event  

                                                     and achieved their goal of beating last year's score. Our total  

                                                     points were about fifteen percent above 2009. 

 

                                                         But what may be even more important, our total  

                                                     attendance, PCARS members and guests, was over one  

                                                     hundred forty.  To put that figure in perspective, in 2009  

                                                     PCARS had the largest number of participants in the Ohio  

                                                     Section: sixty-five.  This year we more than doubled that.  In  

                                                     2009 there were over 2,600 FD entries filed with the ARRL  

                                                     and only four of them had more than 140 participants. 

 

                                                    This a terrific testament to both the high level of club  

                                                    member participation and the fact that PCARS goes out of its  

                                                    way to make its Field Day accessible to visitors and guests.  

The PCARS Field Day site was an outstanding public display of amateur radio. 

 

     Something that made this year's FD a bit unique was the impromptu Volunteer Examiner 

session that was held on Saturday.  There were visitors to the site who wanted to take the 

Technician exam and a VE team was pulled together and the tests were administered. 

 

     Our Field Day operation was also a perfect demonstration of one of the club's major goals: 

involving as many members in the activity and encouraging them to take on leadership tasks 

and responsibilities.  All of the stations had new captains this year and I would like to thank 

each of them: Deron, N8XTH, Rick, K8CAV, Ed, N8EQJ, Bob, N8QE, Errol, KC8RJR, and 

Dave, WB2DFC.  In addition we had James, KD8VT, with a 25KW portable power system 

that was incredible, and Robert, N8RLG, and his team who gave us a sumptuous Saturday 

night dinner and hearty Sunday breakfast. 

 

     PCARS will always do its best to make everyone, members and visitors, welcome to our 

meetings and activities and offering them the opportunity to get involved.  So if you see 

something that the club is doing (or should be doing), step up, let us know, and we will put 

you to work on it.  Everyone in PCARS is a potential leader for an activity or the club itself 

and everyone who wants the chance to participate will get it. 
Continued on Page 2 
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PCARS Incorporated 

Nov. 1, 2005 
 

First Meeting 

Nov. 14, 2005 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ARRL Affiliated 

April 20, 2006 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Special Services 

Club 

March 22, 2010 

Jim, KC8PD 
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From the President - Continued from Page 1 

 

     A lot has been happening at the club site this month including the work by Steve, K8SRR, and the others on 

the IT team that has been installing the computer network.  It is up and running with all of the cabling 

completed for the stations in the radio room plus a wi-fi system.  Next will be the server which, among other 

things, will enable us to host the club's web site and eventually offer remote operation of one or more of the 

radios.   

 

     The Tower Team has been prepping the tower sections for installation and Tony, KD8GBB, and John, 

N8GIE, are making repairs to the rotator.  Ed, N8EQJ, is assisting with the installation design and Mike, 

KD8FLZ, has been leading the way on the tower preparations. 

 

     The PCARS picnic may have found a new home at the Ravenna VFW Post.  There were favorable comments 

all around.  Watch for us to be back there next year and maybe the weather will be a bit more favorable for 

volleyball or horseshoes! 

 

     Coming up: the Second Annual Mobile Radio Cruise-In on Wednesday, August 11th at the Ravenna A&W 

and the Ohio QSO Party with K8BF on the air on August 28th.  Next thing you know it will be time for the 

Ohio State Parks On The Air on September 11th.  Sounds like a lot of ham radio Big Fun! 
73,  

Jim, KC8PD 

 

http://www.portcars.org/
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From the Vice President 
 

 

     Greetings all!  It was certainly terrific seeing many PCARS members at the club picnic! What a great time.... 

and the food.... outstanding as well. And as it usually plays out, the certain few members who have a slightly 

tilted sense of humor, did their best to entertain. No one was disappointed. 

 

     The location was perfect as well. Modern, clean.... and waterproof (maybe not the floor). KUDOS to Jim, 

KC8PD, and others assisting with the finding and preparing of the shelter. It sure looks like PCARS has found a 

new home for the yearly picnic. And... if you didn't notice,  a big wood burning fireplace stood in the corner. 

Hmmmmm.... a winter picnic? 

 

     For our August PCARS meeting, guest speaker Jeff 

Covelli, will be talking about HF equipment restoration. 

Jeff has a significant background in electronics and RF. 

He also restores and services older tube HF ham radio 

equipment. Jeff's call is WA8SAJ and you can read a little 

about him at http://www.vintagessb.net/wa8saj.htm. Yes, 

the pics are of Jeff's many operating positions, almost all 

vintage equipment.  

 

     Over the past several months, many members have 

made suggestions for meeting presentation topics. The suggestions usually included info on someone involved 

in the topic being suggested. First, thanks to those who provided the info, making my task a little easier. 

Second, if you have any suggestions for meeting presentation topics, send me an email with the name/phone 

number/email of anyone who might be a good candidate for a club presentation. I'll contact them and handle the 

rest. 

 

     Keep those cards and letters coming (really I mean shack shots and QSL cards). Send them to Parky, 

KB8UUZ. He will be sure to publish your pics! And, how about a short article for the newsletter. Several 

members have written very interesting articles recently.... they make for great reading! 

 

     See you on the air and at the next PCARS meeting. 

72, 73 for now, 

Dave, WB2DFC 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Happy Birthday PCARS Members 
 

PCARS members having a birthday in August: 
 

AB8UD Mike McDivitt  K8GI Rick Patterson 
 Vee Ward  KB8VJL Al Atkins, Sr. 
WD8RAY Ray Woods  N8JAM Ron McKinney 
W8RJG Ron Good  KD8JCY Sandy Getty 
KB8TUY Mike Ryan  KD8DFM Irene Anderson 
N6TL Randy Wilson  KD8CGH Robert Benedict 

 

 

 

Jeff, WA8SAJ 
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Field Day 2010: Big Fun, Big Scores 
 

     In its first Field Day outing as K8BF, we completed 2,193 phone contacts, 452 CW contacts, and 24 digital 

contacts (Thanks, Rick!). Total points from QSOôs: 6,290. 
 

     From 2009, we increased our QSO points by 12%, and increased our total score by 9%. In the Bonus Points 

category, we achieved maximum points in all available categories, except for the GOTA station (where we had 

40 points) and the Satellite contact, which we did not attempt based on our lack of  success in previous years.  
 

Total bonus points: 1,590 
 

Our total score: 7,880 points 
 

Here is the point score breakdown: 

 

BAND CW DIGITAL PHONE 

80 Meters 18 24 238 

40 Meters 185 - 980 

20 Meters 208 - 745 

15 Meters 27 - 52 

10 Meters - - 32 

6 Meters 14 - 66 

2 Meters - - 3 

GOTA - - 77 

Total 452 24 2193 
 

37 different operators logged in. Here are the Top 20 Operators. 
 

K8BF - TOP 20 OPERATORS 

Call Points  Call Points  Call Points  Call Points 

N8EQJ 505 N8OQQ 126 WB2DFC 83 NX8G 51 

W8PT 300 N8XTH 115 N4IT 73 N8RLG 51 

K8SRR 225 K8MSF 113 K8AAB 70 W8HFY 47 

WB9LBI 133 K8CAV 95 WD8DAU 64 KD8FLZ 43 

KB8AMZ 127 KC8PD 90 WB8LCD 53 KD8DFL 39 

 

 

     Chuck and I are extremely pleased to note the following significant events: 

 

 The weather was perfect the whole time. Expected storms seemed to just break apart and float around 

us.  

 

 15 and 10 meters were open at least some of the time this year, making it possible to keep both the Flex 

station and the Get On The Air (GOTA) station active much of the time. Both stations traded bands back 

and forth as needed. 

 

 The CW station was running around the clock, and posted its best scored ever, thanks to strong 

leadership by Dave, WB2DFC. 
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 There were zero interruptions in power or net connectivity.  

 

 The Food Team once again blew everyone away with outstanding meals, and snacks available around 

the clock. If you didnôt gain a couple of pounds, you werenôt really there. 

 

 There were only two problems noted during the entire event, thanks to good planning and outstanding 

execution by all involved. We have not still not completely solved our co-station interference issues. 

And, from our We Should Have Thought Of This Before We Did It Department, the circuit breakers were 

blown several times before we realized that you really canôt plug in four electric roasters on the same 

circuit at the same time. Outside of that, it was pretty much smooth sailing. 

 

 All numbers were up significantly this year. One outstanding example: we went from 65 total 

participants in 2009, to 140 participants this year, including members and guests. Thatôs an increase of 

115% over last year! 

 

     Just for comparison, hereôs a chart of our total 

score in the five years we have been active on 

Field Day. Thatôs a pretty good track record! 

 

     Thanks to everyone who participated, 

especially those who were on the Field Day 

Committee and worked so hard to make things go 

so well. 82 PCARS members put in an appearance 

on Field Day, and it was a pleasure to see you out 

there having Big Fun.  

 

     And to those members who did not attend, 

Chuck and I would very much like to know exactly 

what you were doing that weekend that was more 

important or more fun.  See you next year! 

 

Bill, WB9LBI & Chuck, W8PT 

Field Day co-Chairmen 

 

 

Mark Your Calendars 
 

   On the calendar for upcoming meeting topics and activities are: 
 

 August 7
th
 - VE Testing at the Center of Hope in Ravenna - 10 am, walk-ins welcome 

 August 9
th
 - meeting - Jeff Covelli, WA8SAJ. The topic is HF Gear Restoration 

 August 11
th
 - PCARS Mobile Cruise-In  at the A&W in Ravenna. Starts at 5:00 pm 

 August 28
th
 - Ohio QSO Party 

 

     The Ohio QSO Party, sponsored by the Mad River Radio Club, takes place on Saturday, August 28th, 2010. 

The contest starts at 12 noon local and continues to 12 midnight, 12 hours total. I have sent our info to Mad 

River and listed K8BF as the call. At this time.... and if we have two antennas available, I would like to operate 

two stations. The specifics of operation can be worked out just before the contest begins. We can also operate 

until 12 midnight, if there is enough interest. (last year we operated about 6 hours) 
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     The PCARS Club Site will be used for this contest and the Yaesu FT1000 and FT920 will be on the air. 

Phone and CW modes will be available and will the operator's choice. Logging by computer may be possible 

however, plan on paper logs at this time. .... and if you want to bring your own gear, no problem. We can work 

in teams or as individuals... again your choice.  

 

     If you are interested in operating the OQP from the club site, please send me an email at 

WB2DFC@portcars.org. And if you are not interested in operating, stop by anyway..... check out the PCARS 

contest operation!  See you there!!!     OQP link http://www.ohqp.org/index.htm 

 

Dave, WB2DFC 
 

 

 

WB8LCD for Ohio Section Manager 
 

      In August 2010, the Ohio Section of the ARRL will elect a new Section 

Manager.  I have been nominated for and am actively running to be your next 

Ohio Section Manager.  My name is Tom Sly ï WB8LCD . 

 

     There are three things you should know before casting your vote for me:   

Who am I? 

 What is my vision for the Ohio Section?  

 Why am I qualified for the position?   

 

     I'm a lifelong resident of Ohio and have been a ham for 43 of my 57 

years.  I'm married with three adult children; our first grandchild is due right 

about the time I'll be at the Dayton Hamvention.  I graduated from the 

University of Akron with a degree in Finance.  Since graduation I've been self-

employed as an Independent Insurance Agent.   

 

     First licensed in 1967, I've always been an active ham.  My current ham radio activities include QRP, 

contesting and DXing.  I'm active in my local club and have been an instructor in the club's Technician and 

General upgrade classes as well as a member of the VE team.   

 

     As Ohio Section Manager my goal will be to make the Ohio Section the premier section in the ARRL.  I 

believe this can be accomplished by increasing the number of hams in our Section who are members of the 

ARRL and by making the Ohio Section stand out as the place where the most new hams are being licensed.  I 

will promote ham radio in Ohio to the general public so they will know that Ham Radio is one of the greatest 

hobbies in the world!  With positive community actions, the public in general will hold us in high regard.  In the 

changing world of Emergency Communications there is much to be done to update and better organize the ham 

radio EmComm response ï incorporating ARES
®
, RACES and MARS into a coordinated effort.  I think that the 

Ohio Section should become a ñbest practicesò leader in demonstrating how this can be accomplished. 

 

     I've had a successful business career since I started my insurance agency in 1975.  I'm an Eagle Scout and on 

the board of a regional non-profit organization based in Portage County.  I was a founding member and the first 

president of the Portage County Amateur Radio Service, Inc.  (PCARS): www.portcars.org .  In just a few short 

years PCARS has gone from zero to over 150 active members.  PCARS has been recognized for its 

Tom, WB8LCD 

http://www.ohqp.org/index.htm
http://www.portcars.org/
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accomplishments by League headquarters staff and others in the ham radio community.  I've had the experience 

to prove that I can organize and accomplish what I set out to do.   

 

     More information is available on my website:  www.wb8lcd.org  and I invite you to email me directly at 

wb8lcd@arrl.net if you have any specific questions or concerns.  Please let me know what you think are the 

important issues we'll face in the Ohio Section in the immediate future. 

 

     I hope you will agree, and elect me as your section manager this coming August.  In the meantime, get on 

the air and enjoy the greatest hobby in the world! 
                                                                                                                                                                         73,   

Tom, WB8LCD 

 

 

More Field Day 2010 Stats 
 

Top 37 Operators    (actually, All 37 Operators) 

Operator Contacts 

 

Operator Contacts 

 

Operator Contacts 

 

Operator Contacts 

1 N8EQJ 505 11 WB2DFC 83 21 K8NYM 28 31 N8QE 8 

2 W8PT 300 12 N4IT 73 22 N8WLE 20 32 WA8CCU 7 

3 K8SRR 225 13 K8AAB 70 23 KD8GBB 18 33 KD8EPA 6 

4 WB9LBI 133 14 WD8DAU 64 24 N8GIE 17 34 W8NET 6 

5 KB8AMZ 127 15 WB8LCD 53 25 KC8RJR 16 35 N8QF 4 

6 N8OQQ 126 16 N8RLG 51 26 N8HUC 15 36 KD8JCX 2 

7 N8XTH 115 17 NX8G 51 27 WA8GCF 12 37 KC8KYW 1 

8 K8MSF 112 18 W8HFY 47 28 KB3GXB 10 

 9 K8CAV 95 19 KD8FLZ 43 29 KB8TUY 10 

10 KC8PD 90 20 KD8DFL 39 30 KD8JCY 9 

 

First Call: #1 - Logged in by WB8LCD at 18:00:56 on 40 meters 

Last Call: #2592 - Logged in by W8PT at 17:59:50 on 20 meters 

 

Worked 79 of the 80 sections. Accomplished Worked All States 

(now we need to get the QSL cards to confirm & submit for WAS) 

 

 
 

DX  Is Out There! 
 

     This bulletin was made possible with information provided by DS4GGM, NC1L, The Daily DX, QRZ DX, 

the OPDX Bulletin, DXNL, Contest Corral from QST and the ARRL Contest Calendar and WA7BNM web 

sites. Thanks to all. 
 

KENYA, 5Z .  John, IZ2DPX will be QRV as 5Z4/home call from Malindi from August 4 to 17.  Activity will be on 40 to 10 meters.  

QSL via IZ2DUW. 

 

LESOTHO, 7P.  Arnold, WB6OJB is QRV as 7P8JK until August 6. Activity is on 40 to 10 meters using mostly SSB.  QSL to home 

call. 

 

PAKISTAN, AP .  Muhammad, AP2RF is usually QRV on 20 meters using SSB between 1450 and 1630z.  QSL direct. 

 

URUGUAY, CX .  Special event station CV5UC is QRV until August 5 in celebration of Uruguay's participation in the semi-finals of 

the FIFA World Cup.  QSL via CX5UR. 

http://www.wb8lcd.org/
mailto:wb8lcd@arrl.net
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BALEARIC ISLANDS, EA6 .  Dave, M0DLL is QRV as EA6/home call from Menorca Island, IOTA EU-004, until August 17.  

Activity is on all HF bands including 6 meters.  QSL to home call. 

 

MOLDOVA, ER .  Special event station ER240C is QRV until July 31 in remembrance of the 240th anniversary of the battle of 

Kagul.   QSL via ER5AA. 

 

REPUBLIC OF KOREA, HL .  Members of the Gwangju DX Club will be QRV as 6L0NJ/4 from Shinji Island, IOTA AS-060, from 

July 31 to August 3.  Activity - all HF bands using CW, SSB and various digital modes.  QSL via HL4XM. 

 

ITALY, I .  Members of the Italia Zero DX Group will be QRV as IB0Y from Ponza Island, IOTA EU-045, from August 1 to 8.  

Activity will be holiday style on 80 to 2 meters using CW, SSB and digital modes. QSL via IZ0PSA. 

 

SARDINIA, IS0 .  Massimo, I0PNM is QRV as IM0/home call from Isola San Pietro, IOTA EU-165, until August 20.  Activity is on 

20, 15 and 10 meters using SSB and RTTY.  He also plans to activate the Lighthouse Capo Sandalo, ARLHS SAR-018.  QSL to home 

call. 

 

MARIANA ISLANDS, KH0 .  Lee, HL1IWD is QRV as AH0/AH2Y from Saipan, IOTA OC-086, until August 1.  QSL to home call. 

 

AUSTRIA, OE .  Special event club scout station OE1XJA/3 will be QRV from one of the Laxenburg scout camps from Aug 1 - 12 in 

celebration of 100 years of Scouts in Austria.  Activity is on 80-10m.  QSL via bureau. 

 

GREENLAND, OX .  Michael, DB5MH is QRV as OX/home call from Disko Island, IOTA NA-134, until August 8.  Activity is on 

20 meters using SSB around 0000z.  QSL via DJ8KH. 

 

ST. MAARTEN, SABA, ST. EUSTATIUS, PJ5.  Randy, K5SL will be QRV as PJ7/K5SL from Sint Maarten, IOTA NA-105, from 

July 31 to August 13. He will be active on 40, 20 and 17 meters using CW with SSB on 17 meters as well.  QSL to home call. 

 

SEYCHELLES, S7.  Jose, EA4DB will be QRV as S79DB from August 3 to 14.  Activity will be holiday style on 40 to 10 meters 

using CW, SSB, RTTY and PSK.  QSL to home call. 

 

ASIATIC RUSSIA, UA0 .  A group of operators are QRV as R9XC/9 from Litke Island, IOTA AS-089, until August 2.  QSL via 

operators' instructions. 

 

BELIZE, V3 .  Colin, KU5B will be QRV as V31UB from Placencia from July 31 to August 7.  Activity will be on 80 to 6 meters 

using CW, SSB and various digital modes.  QSL to home call. 

 

LATVIA, YL .  Special event station YL15LRG is QRV during the month of August in celebration of the 15th anniversary of the 

Liepaja Radio Amateurs' Group.  QSL via bureau. 

 

From the ARRL  
 

 

PCARS VE Test Sessions  
 

PCARS VE sessions are scheduled for the first Saturday of every even numbered month. 
 

August 7 - October 2 - December 4 
 

     VE sessions for Technician, General & Amateur Extra start at 10:00 am at the 

Center of Hope: 1034 West Main St. in Ravenna.  Walk-ins are always welcome. 

Please bring your original FCC license, a copy of your FCC license, your FRN 

number if you are already licensed or registered with the FCC (or your SSN number if you're not registered), 

your original CSCE (if you have one), a copy of your CSCE (if you have one), a photo ID, and $15.00 in cash 

or a check for $15.00 made out to "ARRL-VEC".  We look forward to seeing you there!!!!!  

Jim, KC8PD  
PCARS VE Team Liaison 
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PCARS Picnic 
 

      There was just no getting around it, PCARS had simply outgrown the Black Squirrel Oasis (aka, Tom, 

WB8LCDôs home) as the location for our annual picnic. Not to mention that Tomôs XYL, the ever-patient 

Mary, was entitled to a well deserved break. 

 

      The search was on for a new location that would have plenty of room and parking, be easy to get to and 

reasonably priced, and, most importantly, permit adult 

beverages. We found just what we were looking for at 

VFW. Post 1055 on New Milford Road in Ravenna. A 

special PCARS thanks to Ken, AB8IE, who is a post 

member, for taking care of the paperwork. 

 

      Saturday the 24th of course was one of the hottest days 

of the summer with the temperature in the upper nineties. 

Russ, KD8LDY, was the first to arrive at the VFW shelter 

and he got the windows open and the fans on. Despite the heat outside, it stayed reasonably comfortable in the 

building throughout the afternoon.  

 

      All in all around seventy PCARS members and guests attended. There were plenty of side dishes, snacks 

and desserts, including the special PCARS cake 

from WB8LCD. Russ, KD8LDY, and Mike, 

KD8FLZ, manned the grill. 

 

      It wouldnôt be a hot, muggy July afternoon 

without a thunderstorm and, sure enough, one 

blew through in the late afternoon, preceded by a 

severe thunderstorm warning from the National 

Weather Service. Hams being hams, an ARES
®
 of 

Portage County Skywarn net was promptly on the air 

from the picnic site with Martin, KD8MBH, picking 

up the NCS duties from home. After the storm had 

passed Martin joined us at the shelter for the evening 

and he was just in time for the second storm! 

 

      Sharp-eyed Dave, WB2DFC, was the first to spot 

the highly-localized (and rather suspicious) giant chunks of hail. Needless to say no 

report of the ice was reported to the NWS.  

 

      The cooling rain didnôt dampen anyoneôs 

enthusiasm, either. Particularly Matt, W8DEC, who 

enjoyed himself on the well lubricated slide. When 

the storm and passed the VFW shelter found itself 

under a lucky rainbow and then we were all treated 

to a beautiful sunset.  

 

      A great location and a great picnic! Who could ask for more? 

Jim, KC8PD 


