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Special Services
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March 22, 2010

From the President

Spring is here, finally! By the calendar, and by all butva ¥estiges of what were massi
piles of snow are gone, webve turned t1Q
And with that behind us itds time to t

With the exception of the occasional fluoytwo that we may see for the next few wee
thoughts of extreme winter weather are
Thunderstorms and heavy winds are part of spring and summer so we need to be read
care of ourselves and our fdi@s should these events occur, and when possible to use 0
communications skills to help others should it become necessary. The Portage County,
of Homeland Security and Emergency Management is sponsoring this year's National
Weather Service Skywatraining and this is a
great opportunity to learn skills that can help th¢
safety and welbeing of your community. The
training will take place at the Maplewood Careg
Center in Ravenna on April 1 with registration
starting at 6:00 PM and the webirteaining to
begin at 6:30PM. Also, consider becoming a
member of ARES of Portage County, or the
Portage County Communications Unit/RACES
to provide help when communications resource|
are requested.

Good weather also brings the start of publ
service events that we support with our skills as
communicators. There are already a couple of|
events on the scheduls.color run being \
supported by the Stark State College Amateur &
Radio Service is scheduled for April3aand
the Cleveland R& Aid Marathon takes place on
May 17" with more events to come. Volunteering
for public service events helps suppor i
way to learn and maintain communications skills that are used in emergenciesrsver
you can, volunteer your time to help out.

Dreadful winters take a toll on our edbor antennas and spring is the time to get
everything back in shape. Warmer weather makes working on things a lot easier and fq
of us that hang our wisefrom or through the trees, early spring before the leaves bloom
great time to get a better look at our antenna supports.

(continued on Page 2
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From the PreSiden&ontinued from Page 1)

Whil e wedre outside | ooking at antennas, take
condition of your grounds, your baakp power source, and others. Taking care of maintenance now means
youol l spend more of the warm weather enjoying
now.

And speaking of those more enjoyatilengs, there are a number of events coming up that will tickle the
fancies of more than a few PCARS members. The first up is theNlsiker Faire sponsored by Kent State
University on Friday April 11 from noon to 4:00 PM. The event is held in the K&tatte University Library

and PCARS will be there representing Amateur Radio. In addition to the more traditional aspects of amateur

radi o wedbre going to try to have some amateur
and MESH netwrks. If you would like to help represent PCARS and amateur radio to people attending M
Faire, please let TomVB8LCD or myself know. We would really appreciate your help!
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Next up is Antenna Day on Saturday M8 Thi s i s o u for Feld Day sisen weevt yaor
set everything up as closely as we can to how it will be done on Field Day. This lets us identify as many
problems and issues as possible so we can get them corrected before Field Day. You being there to len
would be great!

What would May be without the Dayton Hamvenfi@h Three days of checking out the latest gear, walkir
the hamfest for that exact item youdve been | o

and most importantly argat time with fellow hams! PCARS will be doing a group photo again in front of the

ARRL booth on Saturday, stay tuned for details.

Field Day, the biggest event PCARS puts on every year takes place on Saturday and Sund&\ahshe 2
28" ChuckW8PT and his staff have been hard at work
good as ever. Whether you plan on participating at one of the stations, providing help in setting up or teg

down, helping in one of the support teams, et jo share some time with your fellow PCARS members, mark

your calendars and plan to attend.

There are |l ots of fun things coming up | ater
we ol | keep ever yon dappepngs here id the newsletterp an bur web site e n t
www.portcars.organd viathe QST messaging systewhen appropriate. The most important part of any of
these events is YOU, our members. By jusi heing there and participating, the event becomes that much
more enjoyable so come on out, have a great time and enjoy being with your fellow PCARS members.

73,

Rick, KBCAV
PCARS President

BFFr—-----r————————r———ny T

From the Vice President
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Back in 1958, when ma radio operators still built most of their own equipment; kept themselves warm from

the glow of beautiful vacuum tubes and the FCC was very active regulating and monitoring ham radio, th
was a very interesting incident. On a warm summer evening, ddimaperators began hearing a CW
transmission on the 40 meter band that was mostly random characters with but sometimes also containi
followed by a partial call sign. The transmission was dirty, creating interference over much of the band 3
seened to be originating somewhere in the north central US. After almost a full day hams began trying t
triangulate the source of the transmission and the Cleveland office of the FCC got involved (ready to har
big fine!). Yes RACES existed back thend together with the FCC engineers began the hunt for the offen
station. The problem was that every time the boys with the big beam antennas got a fix, the station moVv
Now remember radio equipment back then was not light (aka boat anchorg)@tabée/mobile station
needed a small truck to move around. As the s
more and more of a mystery.

As it happens 1958 was near the peak of a very strong sunspot cycle, and some of thedrams beg

ere

ng a
nd
)
d ou
ding
ed!

e a

speculating that some strange propagation conditions were simply causing the station to appear to be mpobile

while in reality it was fixed. By the third day they were fairly sure that the station was probably somewhe
Ohio or western PA. The FCCdhaolled out a direction finding van and were continuing to work closely wi
the | ocal RACES groups. The ghost station ope

strange messages in the neatly continuous code transmission. Hegnasnber this was in the middle of the
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cold war and the Russians had spies everywhere. Towards the end of day three band conditions began
down and they were now sure the signal originated in northeast Ohio. T
began to close in. Positioixés were refined and the FCC DF van was
closing in. Tensions were high among the signal hunters. They were no
certain that the station was just north of Kent Ohio. Then, just as they wq
racing down the Ohio
suddenly ceased transmitting. Everyone listened for the next couple hou
but there were no more transmissions.

There were many
stationo and even

message it had sent. Some speculated that it may have been simply a
mal functioning transmitter acci dg
thing everyone agreed on is that the station had been operating from an «
just north of Kent and nearplace called Twin Lakes. The mystery has ne
Dondét bet t

been sol ved. PS.

raymor s

mor e

Happy Birthday PCARS Members
PCARS members having a birthdayApril :

KD8RJV James
KD8GHB Joe
N8OQQ Bryan
N8QE Bob
WB2DFC Dave

Corbett
Racco
Buchwalter
Hajdak
Rarrick

back

about wh
a b oantiom)t h e

r staiehs ,

KW8KW  Bill
AB8SX Mark
N8GLK Leon
KD8SJF Paul
W8JJW John

April 25 - Birthday - Radio inventoiGuglielmo Marconi (18741937) was
born n Bologna, Italy. He pioneered the use of wireless telegraphy in the
1890's. By 1921, Marconi's invention had been developed into wireless

telephony (voice radio).

April 27 - Birthday - Telegraph inventoamuel F.B. Morsg(1791-1872) was born in
W Charlestown, Massachusetts. He developed the idea of an electromagnetic telegraph
| 1830's and tapped out his first message "What hath God wrought?" in 1844 on the fi
§ telegraph line, running from Washington, D.C., to Baltimore. The construction ofghe
telegraph line was funded by Congress ($30,000) after Morse failed to get any other
financial backing. After Western Union was founded in 1856, telegraph lines were
quickly strung from coast to coast in America.

to St

a | e
73,
Tony, WABAR
PCARS Vice President
OO Nei
Eldridge
Loveland
Sakalas
Wagner
in th
[rst

Portage County Amateur Radio Service, Inc. (PCARS)

The RADIOGRAM

April 2015 Page4 of 49

fi




Mark Your Calendars

On the caéndar for upcoming meetings and activities are:

April 1% - Skywarn Training - Maplewood Career Cente6 PM

April 4™ - VE Testing- PCARS Club Site, RavennaValk-ins Welcome 10 AM
April 11" Mini Maker Faire - Kent State University Library - noon- 4 PM
April 13" - PCARS Meeting- Kent American Legion 7 PM- SSTV

April 18" - Michigan QSO Party contest- PCARS Club Site, Ravenna

April 28" - Field Day Meeting- PCARS Club Site, Ravenr& PM

May 9" - PCARS Antenna Day - Ravenna City Park10 AM

June 2728" - FIELD DAY - Ravenna City Park10 AM

E e I N

Special Interest Groups- Every Month at the Club Sitein Ravenna- 7 pm

First Tuesday - Digital Special Interest Group

Second Tuesday- QRP/CW Special InteresBroup
PORTAGE . .
COUNTY Third Tuesday - Antenna Special Intgrest Group
AMATEUR Fourth Tuesday - DX & Contest Special Interest Group §%
RADIO Fifth Tuesday - Linux for Hams Special Interest Groupgs
SERVICE

20 Meter Fire

The phame portion of the 20 meter band was hit by a freak fire last weekdbtitbyed over 10 kilohertz,
according td=CC SpecialFrequencyEngineerMarvin Larpsnogg apparently the fire originated on about
14 313 MHz following anunusually long series @SOs ‘
by an undetermined number @&lifornia stationsand one
station from Parkman, Ohiwinning very high power and &
extreme modulation compressi@everal AO carriers
were observed at the same time and may have contrib(gse
to starting the blazéWe had a héof a time putting the |
fire out", said Larpsnoggfi Butting downthe
propagation generators did no good at&ille fire just f
spread up and dowthe band"he went on;So we had to &
turn off all the ham bands from 40 throuth meters to )
smother the flmes."Finally, after nearly three hours, the %
FCChad the fire under contrdilost HF bands were bac
to normal use the next daypwever,20 meters will be
closed for several weeks while the frequenciedaneg
refurbishedWhen notified of the fire theeague of radio
relayingamateurs cancelled the 20 mdde¢ contests until further noticéccordingto league spokesperson
SandyAmpersand, the 20 meter fire was the worst sincident since the famed 5 meter holocaust complete
wiped out that band fall time 40 years ago

Relayed byLee, WASERA

Author unknown

S
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Tech Nerds Freaked Out About Obsolescence 100 Years Ago Too

Do you find yourself obsessing over the latest tech? Does owning the newest modphsmeaudr tablet
feel like a ned more than a desire? Well, as you can see in this comic strip from 1919, your anxiety abou
having the Latest New Thing is actually nothing new. In fact, you're continuing a long tradition of nerds
obsessing over tech obsolescence.

: = ~ WHICH 15 TRE ENVY OF THE INCIDENTALLY BECOME THE
In the case thlS ::;EA%ESSPE:,%HC RS _al | WHOLE ComMuUNITY,~ AND HERO OF THE TOwWN, -
comic from the June EVERYTHING ELSE - [ . e oR)| AND ALL  THAT —
A

. . You GOT YouR
1919 issue of Electrical ~ |uanos o, in |

. . RICGGING UP A M -
Experimenter magazine, |gg-Av:mieut N
the tech in question was

amateur radio. The
strip's protagonist struts
around town, proud that
his home has the latest
and greatest radio tech, ¢ 3
beautiful mast and aerial

towering oer his house!

woNDER !

WHEN ALONG COMES TNE BUT SUDDENLY YOU READ ofF ANT IT
ELECTRICAL EXPERIMENTER |A STunT OF ROGERS To H==L-L-L:LL _TO BE AN
SHeM-w om Bov !l mavse Terey BURY THE THING AMATEUR ¢ '.',:-\

A BIG wRITE-UP ABOUT IT - A_r_r'cn ALt '
HIS WORK J RO
E
) ; \
.

But Mr. Fancypants
is dismayed to discover
(through reading
Electrical Experimenter
magazine, of course) tha
there's even newer, more
exciting technology out
there: underground
aerials. How

i 2
embarrassmg! What the Advent of Rogers Undcrg‘round Agrials Did to Radio-Amateurdom-——
By H. B, Burney. .
The moral of the storyYour monthsold smartphone is an abovground aerial and you should feel
ashamed.
Matt Novak

http://io9.com
Image: From the June 1919 issue of Electrical Experimenter magazine|

PCARS is on YouTube

That 6 sPCARSmdw on YouTube. So, what does that mean? Hey, we haYUu Tu he

a new place to put all kinds of videos that are about PCARS for the world to see.
https://www.youtube.com/chaeiiUCFVsDD_gwCLtTwFPuUBCYtA
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PCARS VE Test Sessions

PCARS VE sessions are scheduledlf®100 am orthe first Saturday of every even numbered month
at the PCARS club site in Ravenna

April 4™, June &", August I, October 3°, December &

What to Bring to the Testing Session

T $15 is the current test fee. We prefer the exact amount in cash or a check made out t8EXRRL

A government phottD (d r i vlieens® sr state ID card preferred.

T Your Social Security Number or FCC Federal Regismallumber. We are required to submit either you
Social Security Number (SSN) or your FCC Federal Registration Number (FRN) with your application. If
you are upgrading, your FRN is on your current Amateur Radio license.

T A pen (black ink) and pencil (we mdoan you either or both)

=

1 If you already have an Amateur Radio license: The originaldnd one copyof 2 ‘“ :
any current (unexpired amateur radio operator licenseissued to you. I %
T I'f youdve already [arajsrsaeo@yohaanecsrmenttha‘[(&’ 2al (

you wi || use to prove youodve alrealW¥

include: \

o An unexpired Certificate of Successful Completion of Ex@8CE)
indicating the credit(s) earned indicating the credit(s) earned.

o Original and copy of ane-March 21,1987 Technician license (this provides credit for the Element 3
[Generd] exam)- you must be currently licensed to get this credit

1 Expired License? Original and copy of your expired Amateur Radio Liceymemust take and pass
element 2 to rénstate pur license.

Robert, NSRLG
PCARS VE Team Liaison

Skywarn Training

The Portage County Office of Homeland Security and Emergency Management is sponsoring this year's
National Weather Service Skywarn training. It will be hel@:30 p.m. on Wedresday, April 1st in
Conference Room "A" at the Maplewood Career Center in Ravenna on State Route 88 north of State Rqute

Registration will begin around 6:00 p.m. This will be a webinar presentation.
Participants will be able to download aitiag certificate and Skywarn Spotter ID card
from the NWS Cleveland office web site.

Please let me know if you have any questions.
73

Jim, KC8PD
Communications Unit Leader

Portage County OHS/EM
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Contest Calendar

April 2015 |
Misgssippi QSO Party 1400Z, Apr 4 to 0200Z, Apr 5
Georgia QSO Party 1800Z, Apr 11 to 2359Z, Apr 12
Michigan QSO Party 1600Z, Apr 18 to 0400Z, Ap|
Ontario QSO Party 1800Z, Apr 18 to 1800Z, Apr 19

ARRL Rookie Roundup, SSB | 180023597, Apr 19
1010 IntSpring Contest, Digitg 0001Z, Apr 25 to 2359Z, Apr 26
Florida QSO Party 1600Z, Apr 25 to 2159Z, Apr 26

Google the Contest NameRead the Rules & Have Fun. YES- There areMANY More Contests out there Check thel nternet

K8BF - FIRST PLACE - California QSO Party

California QSO Party

s 49th Running Of The CQP!
ASSP 1500 UTC October 4, 2014 to 2200 UTC October 5, 2014 ey’

The certificate came through from the California QSO Pa¢ARSwasFIRST PLACE in Ohio and
FIRST PLACE in the USA for the Mult-Multi, Low Power category.

California QSO Party

This Cervtificate of Achievement Is Awawded To-
WSPT N8QE AESYL KBSAMZ N8BI KASTOA
K8BF

Class: M/M-L Rank: #1-Ohio #1-USA Portage County ARS
Ohio

During the 2014 Californiav QSO Pouty

438 Contacts
58  Multipliers
53911 Total Points
ol MHitlen

Johwn; K6EMM, CQP Webmaster

Clinés Tate

Chwis, N6WM, CQP Chairman
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Dayton Hamventiofi Amateur of he Year- K3LR

PCARS Congratulates Tim Duffy, K3LR !

With great pleasure, the Dayton Hamventidtwards Committee announces the 2015 Dayton Hamvéhtipn

Awards winners. For over a half century, Hamverftibas recognized individuals that have givenraich to
the radio amateur community.

Amateur Of The Year: Tim Duffy, K3LR

Tim Duﬁy K3LR, of West Middlesex, PA, has a long history of giving back to Amateur Radio. He is
E founder, promoter and chairman of the successful Contest University (CT|
which has helped to teach radio sport contest operating with excellent
volunteer professors. The first CTU was held in Dayton in 2007. Since the
more 3,700 radio radio sport entH
different countries under his wahful guidance.

Since 1984 K3LR has moderated the Dayton Hamvehaatenna forum,
coordinating the presentation of more than 100 papers about antennas. H
also involved in scheduling many contesting activities during Hamvéhtion

Top Band Dinner.

Duffy serves as an officer of several radio clubs and was recently elected to the position of ARRL Seq
Manager for Western Pennsylvania. He became a ham at ag&922imnd lives in Pennsylvania on 11 acres
with over 50 antennas.

Richard Rieben

Edi torbés Note: Tim, K3LR is a long time sup

EmComm

Some miscellaneous updates and reminders for this month:

The local National Weather Service Skywarn training will be at 6:30 p.m. on Wednesday, April 1st, in
Conference Room AAO0O at the Mapl ewood Career Ce
presentation will be a webinar and you will be able totprut an ID card or training certificate from the NWS
after you have completed the training.

Ohio Amateur Radio Emergency Service (AR[EBistrict Five has a new District Emergency Coordinatof

Dennis Conklin, AI8P, and we wish him succesthat new position. Dennis had previously served as EC f
Summit County and has good experience in coordinating communications for events such as the Tour d

Our local ARRL Introduction to Emergency Communications course concluded on Mainciin2i8t would
like to thank and congratulate the five students who completed the class.

From one of those students, David Waun, KD8TJD, we learned about a disaster response team that
never heard of before. It is known as Operation BBQ Réligds://operationbbgrelief.orgnd its members arg
people from the restaurant industry as well as some serious BBQers. They transport their own equipme
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https://operationbbqrelief.org/

disaster areas and for other times of need anddedood service to responders and victims. David is a
member and has quite the mobile BBQ kitchen. Pretty neat stuff!

Dondt f or g-©hio ARBSdonferehce wilkbe dn Saturday, April 11th ¢
t he Ohi o Fire Mar s h835H. Masn SCRegnblésbuey©OEl e
43068, from 8AMi 4:30PM. You can find details and registehtip://arrk
ohio.org/SEC/default.htmlApril 25th will be the Ohio Section NVIS antenna day.
More informaton will be available at the Ohio Section web ditttp://arrkohio.org)
and this is a good opportunity to practice those skills you need as an Ohio State F
On The Air participant.

Recruitment is underway f@ommunications volunteers to assist at the 2015 Rite Aid Cleveland Marath
which will be on Sunday, May 17th. We need at least three dozen hams for this event so even if you ha
participated before we need you and can put you to work. If yontarested, send me a note at
kc8pd@portcars.org

Watch for emails and announcements about other upcoming public service events in our area.

73,
Jim, KC8PD/AARSAI
Radio Officer, Portage County OHS/EM Commurications Unit/RACES
Emg &=
Hamfest Schedule

04/11/2015 Cuyahoga Falls ARC's 61st Annual Hamfest Location: Emidio & Sons Party Cente48 East
Bath Road Cuyahoga Falls, OH 4422MWebsite:http://www.cfarc.og/hamfest.php Sponsor: Cuyahoga
Falls Amateur Radio ClubContact: Ted Sarah, W8TT239 Bermont Avenue Munroe Falls, OH 44262
Phone: 23€206-0270- Email: hamfest2015@cfarc.org

May 15-17" 2015- Dayton Hamvention® 2015 - Location: Hara Arena1001 Shiloh Springs Road
- Dayton, OH 45415 Website:http://www.hamvention.org Sponsor: Dayton ARA

Antenna Special Interest Group

The April meeting of the Aminna SIG will be held othe 2£'at7 PM at the club site. This month we will

on
e nc

be building the prototype of the Magnetic Loop Antenna which we have been discussing for the past couple

months. Construction techniques for building the 30/2Qkm, 100 watantenna will be practiced and
documented. This will be used to prepare a Saturday special club build project where any interested clu
member will be able to build their own Magnetic loop Antenna.

Tony, WABAR

s — ==}
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A Magician Usedhe First Pirate RadioStationto Troll a Scientist

Everyone knows Marconi was one of the world's most
disagreeable scientists. What they don't know is he was
surrounded by people nearly as disagreeable as himself.
And that a famous demonstration of his "wireless" was
taken over by a magiciaturnedskepticturnedpirate.

In the early days, radio was treated with open skepticit
by many. Oh, everyone agreed that radio waves could be «
sent through the air, but few agreed on the details.
Guglielmo Marconi, who had worleout the first practical
radio transmitter, made a ret-very-good name for
himself ruthlessly transforming his radio from a novelty in
something that could send messages from across ocean:

In doing this, Marconi made a lot of enemies, althocsmyme of those enemies he did not deserve. As soo
he had demonstrated how revolutionary a business radio could be, other businesses sprang up, often ru
people claiming that they had more of a right to the technology than Marconi did. One of tleendemprent
into the radio business was Nevil Maskelyne, who also happened to be a magician.

T
PR LT

Maskelyne was also a scientist, and inventor, and a skeptic. He was one of tl
class of magicians who loves magic when it is obviously fake, and hateeritit
purports to be real. He debunked spiritualists and lampoonedldimartists, and
he had decided that Marconi was just such an artist. Part of this was the fact tha
Marconi refused to conduct open and public tests of his technology. Given his

skeptics' scorn. He covered up failures and even made false claims. He claimed
example, that "wireless signals" could not be interfered with. The messages eng
in a wirelkess signal came through to their receiver confidential and complete. To

competition, he can hardly be blamed for that. But Marconi deserved some of thg

as
by

nat

, for
odec

back that claim up, he hired revered scientist and engineer John Ambrose Flem

ng.

One night, Fleming gave a lecture at the Royal Society, during which he would

receive a message morse code on his wireless set. The message was to come from a remote island, just at tl
end of a lecture on radio technology. Fleming got up and gave the lecture, calm and confident. The technicia

behind him saw the radio spring to life. It typed,ontcode, a number of limericks about a "young fellow fro
Italy.” Then it started in with some Shakespeare. As the lecture went on, the crew behind Fleming recei
more and more insulting messages. Someone had hijacked the radio. The technician, he/sugptle,
scanned the crowd and saw a confederate of Maskelyne, but there was no way to stop him without disr
the lecture.

The pirate signal stopped just before the end of the lecture, and the real messageFama@).hearing

d

pting

about tke incident later, felt hugely insulted, and sent out an open letter condemning the "hooliganism." At tha

point Maskelyne gleefully pointed out that, if what Fleming had claimed about radio's confidentiality was
there would have been no way to inéze with the radio signal-leming had disproved his own claims.

Esther Inglis-Arkell

http://io9.com/a-magician-usedthe-first -pirate -radio-station-to-troll -1681527405
Images: John Ambrose Fleming (B)The Thermionic Valve and iBevelopments in Radiotelegraphy and Telephony, The Wirel
Press, Ltd., New York, p. 216, fig. 126

Thanks toDave, NF8Rfor sending this in for The RADIOGRAM
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FCC Expanding Liense Printing Options

WASHINGTON, D.C.i In a shocking turnaround, the Federal Communications Commission has reversed
its decision to halt the printing of paper amateur radio licenses. In fact, federal administrators say they wijll do
just the opposé and expand printing options available to ham operators.

AWe really didn6t understand the outcry that |[wo
ASmokeyo Bl ument hal, FCC s-dokbamded( Nat meNearr WhTt
getting a lot of bad press on the forums, in social media and at ham club meetings. We were only attempting

reduce overhead, lower our expenses and bring the budget more in line with expected revenues. But we may
have been shortsighted and arammos eei ng new cash fl ow i

opportunitie

Blumenthal says effective April 1, applicants receiving a new license or current amateurs renewing existing

licenses may opt for one of several print options for a nominal charge. At press time those agtions ar

Plain paper; license emailed to you; print at home: FREE

Heavy card stock;print at agency and shipped in mailing
tube to your home: $19.95 plus shipping and handling

AOl d World Stwlied pahecwoe m-
SeaMost erso along the margins

house in welpacked box: $49.95 plus tip for the delivery guy

Richly colored vellum paperwith license info printed in

squid ink; printed and shipped to your home in a hermetically
sealed box$129.95

License printed on actuadlinch thick sheet of lucitesuitable
for use as an entire radiperating desk top; printed by laser
etcher and shipped via common carrier truck to your resider
(no P.O. Box delivery): $1299

Tanned 30 x 3liéensd is leand phinied &y Native
American Navajo artisans using buffalo ink; printed and
shippedo your home in a secured shipping container
accompanied by armed guard: $4250 (Note: the FCC does |
keep deer hide in stock and must dispatch a team of hunter:
each time an order is placed, so be patient.)

Blumenthal says all hams should takeauage of this new
vanity licensing printing program. However he encourages

orders to be placed soon; they are managed on a first come,
first served basis.

B e cC

PAST HERE BE SEA mMONSTERS

PAST HERE BE SEA MONSTERS

Aol d Worl do style on p

— e —
HamMijinks com
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Deer Hide License

Gary, WBZRUR
### HamHijinks.com
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ARRL Centennial Points Challenge,
W1AW WAS Awards Application Window Open

The window fttps://centenniatip.arrl.org) to apply for ARRL Centennidoints Challenge and W1AW
Worked All States award$ftp://www.arrl.org/centenniajscparty#Award3 will open on Wednesday, March
25, at 1400 UTC. The ARRL Centennial operating evente Wwagely successful, with participation way
beyond anyoneds expectations.

AThi s was #{heai i gmersdt iomn in the history of A

Harold Kramer, WJ1B, said. More than 5.5 million Centennial evartbcts were recorded in Logbook of The

World (LoTW - http://www.arrl.org/logbootof-the-world) during 2014. That number includes contacts with

W1AW portable operations as well as those with indivilAkRRL members and Field Organization volunteers.

W100AW completed about 70,000 contacts.

For most applicants, the process will be simple and largely
automated, explained Norm Fusaro, W3IZ, Assistant Manager, H
Services and Radiosport Department.

AThe f or mopulatd, if we have your information on
file, and the form can be edited to update name and address
information only, 0 Fusaro sai
CioH S E - for which you qualify. Certificates will be printed dailso
@:E e 00 fulfillment will be ongoing, while plaques will be shipped directly

H.P. Maxim, W1AW

foglteplom from the supplier.o Fusaro sali

staff members to handle the added workload.

Certificates will be available for the Centennial Points Challen
Award, while W1AW WAS Award participants will have the option of a certificate or a plaque. Certificates
$16, and plaques are $60.

Fusaro said the task of checking and dowblecking electronic
logs, entering paper logs into LoTW, and resajwarious anomalies
put an unexpected burden on staff resources and delayed the ope il ’
of the awards window. ARRL Headquarters also had to recalculate ork e(/l A“’
submitted scores to come up with final tallies.

H. P, Maxim, WAAW
iltds been a -intensive potesspreseaschiry s T
busted call signs and running down claimed contacts and mode

di screpancies for operators, o

Centennial Points Challenge logs must have been submitted
through LOoTW by January 22, but participants may apply for
Centennal operating awards indefinitely. The system automatically looks for pgiurakfying QSOs from

submitted | ogs and applies them to each partici

QSO Party participants entered their contaarimfation into LoTW, operators do not have to use LoTW to
apply for Points Challenge certificates or W1AW WAS awards.

ma

174

[%2)

ield

e
b are

Qualifying for the Top Level Award requires 15,000 points. The Third Level Award requires 7500 points,

while the Second and First Lelvawards require 3000 and 1000 points, respectively. Point totals will be pri
on certificates.
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http://www.arrl.org/logbook-of-the-world

US stations that worked W1AW/p and W100AW during the Centennial may request QSL cards via the¢

Incoming QSL Servicehttp://www.arrl.org/incominegskservicg on the Centennial QSO Party web page. Tk
is a onetime only use of the QSL Bureau for this purpose, and those who want to receive cards via the B
should ensure that their accounts affigantly funded, because cards will not be held. Cards destined for
stations outside the US will be sent via the QSL Bureau. Participants also may request cards directly, pr
one SASE for up to six cards per envelope.

W1AW/p and W100AW will mt confirm every contact on the traditional paper QSL cards, but will confif

QSOs for each mode and on most bands on a single card for each weekly operation.

From the ARRL
BraT---—-—-- b by T

NVIS Antenna Day in April:
"Sure, But Does That Emergency Antenna Really Wotk?

Ohio ARES’ is sponsoring the NVIS Antenna Day, April 25, 2015. We are encouraging groups in ever,
Ohio county to devise several portable NVIS antennas that they think will perform, and then test them or
air. The program grows out of an annaatenna party in Ashtabula County, which is both an operating eve
and a great time in early spring to break out the hamburgers and have some fun. They have found a vas
difference in actual antenna performance, and have been able to narrow down tbesr fon@ real emergency
setup. _

The NVIS Antenna Day will begin at 10 AM
Eastern time. We will operate on both 40 and 80
meters, operating at 100 watts as you might durinc .
real emergency. While a typical session might go  sxywave
through the afternoon, theeis no official closing reception
time. It is not necessary to set up a completely
portable or remote station, although the location
should have enough room for several antennas an
be in a fairly quiet RF environment. This is not a
contest for QSO rates and paintather it's aimed

1st
skywave
reception

skip zone ground wave skip zone

D

S
urea

DVidil

y
the

nt
t

specifically at determining the best of several NVIS antennas through signal reports, and through coverage. £

group could make several contacts with the same station as they try different antennas. Stations at key |
such as th©hio state EOC will be on the air.

Groups should compile a list of their top three antennas with descriptions and photos. OhfoAlR&R
if any particular antenna design bubbles up as the top performer across the entire state.

Antenna exprimentation is an integral part of the hobby and the outcome will benefit eachH*ARES or

pcati

club by helping to create an arsenal that can be deployed during a real emergency. It could be a great time tc

test potential Field Day antennas, too. This isro all hams as we hope they will become interested in joir
their local ARES organization.

Stan, N8BHL

Ohio ARRL Section Emergency Coordinator
broadways@standi.com

Edi tords Not e: G 0 o0 d: htip:Bwww.dxizonesconfi/aatalogMitdnris/NVihST

- E=
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Not So Far Away Places

We | | not exactly, but youo/l Hisantiaed esadswitla mudintevest,ahe
editorial in the latest DX Magazine (March/April issuby Carl Smith, N4AA, on hitake regarding
DXpeditions and their cost and a possible answer for future DXpeditioners.

Nor mal |l vy, I dondt send r espansledsv ereajggedrodnoemagedmny
but this time | felt it necessary. Here is part of whatdte to Carl and his responisack to me.

AThe reason | ' m writing you iusrecenbeditoraktinthedlA knpw

issue of The DX Magazine.

At a recent Board meeting of our radio club (Portage County AmBt@dio Service aka PCARS)

| brought up the notion and made a subsequent motion that PCAR®Ised aertain amount from

its budget to donate to various DXpeditions. There was somesdmecuvhy we should and why we
shoul dnét make donations, since PCARS is not

My take is that even though we are not a DX club, many of us &mdiing these DXpeditions and
receiving the confirming QSLs from places like Navas§¥oset, Bouvetral Desecheo.

The motion passed and we will be discussing the amount at a laderBint your editorial brought
up a great point. Why not have DXpeditions to some lesser Moded@/places? There are a lot of
them out there and I'm sure that the {ips would still happen.

The Hams going on some of these DXpeditions are certainlgisgea huge amount of money in
addition to risking |Iife and | i mb. And at s

Carl wrote bacKkXetrcs Omed,0 nfOA |sdiemunély thdse operdtors ntb at h &
DXpedition doesndét come badk dtoe stntbd m. endughtéonhtiéres ¢
they might recoup shlemare mtfenough dopaigjthert thosetplanningahle |
DXpedition have to come up with funds odtitloeir own pockets to pay thee mai ni ng bi | | s.
donations to the maximum posigib Of course you have to vbie team to be sure they are competent and
capable of coducting a sccessful operation. That caome from previous DXpeditions that they were on ar

how they handled thingO

Some of the major DXpeditioners have made efforts to explain dlof$ b ut | 6 m aidnoa i
reach enoughofths e A DXer soéeé

In lieu of donating directly to a DXpedition, donations may be mad¢éQ@DXF, which is a tasexempt
organization for DXers who take advantage of that. | believe INDEX#ow investigating how it casecome
registered for that authiaation. It has not been up tow. Of course Foundations a@#lbs outside the US
would not be eligible for any tax deduction.

|l 6ve mentioned the possi bi | ieforgbubitffell graeafregtshteon .t h
glad toknow that at least YOU acknowledged that possibilita nd per h aptshda tidcse kit enre

| asked Carl if | could use his editorial and reprint it in thdiBgram and he graciously sadftat | could use
it and any comments he sent to me spanse to mynessage to him. The following a part of what he said in
his editorial in his own words.

AThe HUGH DXpedition by K1IN on Navassa I sl and
over 125,000 contacts in the logs. (Actual count w&sQB0). The team made a serious effort to take

Navassa from the top of the Most Wanted lists way down, if not off, those lists. It is expected that no
operation from there wil/l be conducted for at
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AThe ot her gtomd thedviost Wanted listd will be difficult to work as most, if not all of them
are uninhabited islands like Bouvet, Crozet, and Heard. An operation is planned for Heard for 2016, b
the others wild@ not be on falbkofanoperateon ftom Borvet inl 2016 o
too, but time will tell on that. Some of the others | notice are US Pacific islakagman Reef,

Palmyra, Johnston, Baker & Howland, Kure, etc. These are all controlled by the same agency that
DesechoandNagas a bel ong to. It took years of work

take much effort to gain access to those Paci
webdl |l just wait an dprogdedkfor méreba ntyh ohsaer dd iefvfiidceunlcte pilse
ASome time ago | talked about DXpeditioners g
seen some of that but perhaps 1 t06s time to br
operatonc osting tens of thousands of doll ars all
AFor one thing, the money isn6t there and it

about looking at some of those places that are only ranked at number 25 or 35 or even 43t? tide
lot of those would be fairly easy to get to and would generate a lot of contacts for a small number of te
members. You woul dndét need 25 operators, prob
and weighing less, the costof gagtin i t t her e woul dndét be a huge p
more readily available and easier to transport too. So, how about some of you DXpedition leaders tak
look at the list, check out a couple of them and give some serious thought tegoamace easier to

get to than Heard or Peter One. I 61 1 |l ook for

| think that Carl made some very good points regarding recene@iXqms and their cost, not teention the
risks taken by these ops. ddh 6t b e Heiwassayingtthatehe does appreciate the efforts that have
gone into some of these difficult (p€ditions, but he was pointirggit that, with escalating costs, operations
like this would becoméemprobable if not impossible.

| 6giad that PCARS passed a motion to set aside a portion of its budget so that weatarialorthy
operations. But funds, not clabsg brg limReG AdnSalooking torwarct@
seeing if the DXpeditioners respond witinauncements of less ambitious il desirable places from which
to operate.

Pl ease dondét misunder st and méfeandlimagngpspenditioaesouicess
just so that others of us who sit in the comforts of oaclsd) can gripe about the pilgs, the frequency cops
and whether the ops are doing what we thindy should be doing, all thvéhile sending our call so that we can
Afibago another far away pl ace.

As Carl points out, these ops are just regular giyd.they have a passion for adventune for Amateur
Radio. They do this to fulfill a need they have to satisiy passion and also to gilsack to Amateur Radio.
Letbs face it. AmathebbyRaadi o stikashobbywAen dgomgBadit eus andd
not work Heard Island wineit goes on the airbecause hi nk it costs too much?
hopingthalCar | 6 s p o i n tsignifigaet numbee of DXpeditioners and we see some of the less
wanted angbrobably less costlgperations take place in the future.

Chuck, W8PT
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Work on the PCARS o6l abd has started! Tom WBS8L
on a Saturday morning to get a shelf installed above thetedop to hold test equipment. We also did an
inventory of what test equipment in the 61 abé
and determine what works and what doesnodt, xduald
band oscilloscope, a digital VOM, and brand new Bird 43 wattmeter that are all functioning and in good
condition. We have a multifunction power supply/frequency meter/function generator/digital VOM that ne
to be tested and evaluated, and sewtadr pieces of equipment that also need to be evaluated. We also p
adding a calibrated AM/FM RF signal
generator as well as a soldering station and
basic hand tools. All of this is being done so
that PCARS members have a place to bring
their projecs and radios to work on and test
with good equipment.

| 6ve been a bit surprised t
a perception that this 61l abé
together is only for the engineers and
professional electronics technicians in our club.
| want to dispethat notion and state in no
uncertain terms that nothing could be further
from the truth! Last year | put together classes
on digital and analog VOMO0s and one on
oscilloscopes with an eye to the possibility of having a facility at the club site withitisérsenents available
to our members. Additional classes are planned to cover other instrumentation that we will have as well
safety and other topics.

ind that t her e
e putting

As with all things PCARS this proj ectmporant thatp p
there are members who are willing to share their time and expertise to make it happen. | want to thank T
Mi ke and Zeb for their help in getting this pr
ofyouwithexper ence and expertise in electronics | ab
for presentations and hands classes to be developed for topics and equipment relating to an electronics
Stay tuned for developments!

73,
Rick, KBCAV
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