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Jim Aylward, KC8PD passed away on August 17, 2017. 

 

Jim was a Founding Member of PCARS and a true friend to many. 

Jim was first licensed in 2001 as KC8QPD and after upgrading to 

Amateur Extra in 2002 changed his call to KC8PD. His personal Air 

Force MARS call sign was 

AAF5PD. 

 

Jim said it was his privilege to 

be one of the founding members of 

the Portage County Amateur Radio 

Service (PCARS) and a Past 

President, Vice President and 

Trustee of the club. A Life Member 

of the ARRL, Jim was involved in emergency communications, was 

named as the ARRL Great Lakes Division Amateur Radio Operator of the 

Year in 2009.  He was a Field Examiner and Field Instructor for the 

ARRL Introduction to Emergency Communications course and had 

provided an Intro to EmComm class to hams in NE Ohio. 
 

Jimôs personal interests in ham radio was mobile and portable 

operations and he enjoyed using, and learning more about, the various 

digital modes. EmComm is important to him and he was able to serve as 

an ARES
®
 volunteer in Ocean Springs, MS, post-Katrina. 

 

He served as the Radio Officer and Communications Unit Leader 

of the Portage County EMA Communications Unit/RACES.  Until the 

end of December, 2014, he was the DEC for District Five of the Ohio 

Section and also previously served 

as the ARES
®
 Emergency 

Coordinator for Portage County 

until he was appointed as DEC and 

served as the Emergency 

Operations Officer for Ohio Army 

MARS for three years. He was 

member and driving force of the Portage County Incident Management 

Assistance Team and its training officer and as a volunteer serving as the 

Deputy Director of the Portage County EMA. Jim was 100% committed 

to amateur radio service to the community through emergency 

communications for Portage County and beyond. 
 

Jim played an important role in the start up of PCARS and was 

instrumental in securing the facility we now use as our club site in 

Ravenna. Always ready to help, Jim was there. 
 

 
 

Jim Aylward, KC8PD - SK  

Jim Aylward, KC8PD - SK  
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     Jim is going to be missed in the Portage County community, in PCARS, by his family and friends, and by 

me.  This picture is how I will remember Jim ï a big smile that always 

greeted me when I saw him.   

 

     Jim has left his mark on every aspect of  PCARS, being there from 

the very beginning.  I didn't always agree with Jim, and Jim didn't 

always agree with me, but that never interfered with our friendship.  Jim 

was committed to the success of PCARS and could always be counted 

on to do whatever was necessary.  It was truly a tragic ending to a life 

well spent.  That life and all it's contributions  is what I will remember 

about Jim. 

 

Tom, WB8LCD 

 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

     It is with incredible sadness and heavy heart that we learned of Jim Aylward KC8PD passing away on 

Thursday August 17, 2017. Jimôs desire to be cremated has taken place and there will be Celebration of 

Life on Sunday October 1st from 4:00 PM to 6:00 PM at the Wood-Kortright -Borowski Funeral home at 

703 E. Main St., Ravenna, Oh 44266. 

 

     PCARS and its members owe much to Jim, who was instrumental in forming our club almost twelve years 

ago. He had a vision of what an amateur radio club should look like and worked tirelessly to make that vision 

come to pass. He recognized that it took work every day to make a good club better and cultivated members 

who were willing to share his vision and give of themselves for the club. 

 

     Jim was instrumental in reestablishing the participation of amateur radio in emergency communications in 

Portage County. ARES of Portage County had its rebirth under Jim, and he spent many hours designing and 

conducting training so that ARES members would be qualified to help in 

emergencies. He established a RACES group under the auspices of the 

Portage County Emergency Management Agency that ultimately became 

formally established as the Communications Unit of the EMA. 

 

     Jim had a knack for recognizing opportunity, and when the former 

ODOT District 4 complex was slated for demolition by the state, Jim 

quickly coordinated with Family and Community Services to obtain the 

complex for its use. Family and Community Services in turn provided 

space in the garage building to PCARS to establish its club site. 

 

      Most important to me, Jim was a mentor and a friend. Any time I needed help or advice, Jim was there to 

give it. He always encouraged me and those around him to look ahead and to challenge ourselves to advance in 

whatever pursuits we were involved in. He made us think about what we may not have thought about, or may 

have closed our minds to. Most of all, he was a great friend. It was a joy to be around Jim, to listen to him talk, 

for him to listen to what we had to say, and to share the joy of fellowship with him. While I am saddened by 

losing Jim, I take heart in what he gave to me, and to all of us. 

 

Rick, K8CAV 
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   Rick, K8CAV  
PCARS President 

 

 

If you havenôt been to the PCARS club site lately, youôre missing out on 

seeing the great things that have been done to keep PCARS active in so many 

facets of Amateur Radio. The PCARS lab is now complete and ready for any of 

you who want to use it for your radios or a favorite project. It was a long time 

coming but definitely worth the wait. Any time the club site is open for whatever 

reason, the lab can be opened up for your use. We plan on having a get to know 

the lab day in the near future to show what equipment we have and answer questions about it so stay tuned. 

 

We recently spent two Saturday afternoons installing two new antennas, an 80-meter dipole and a 40-meter 

dipole, and also troubleshooting and repairing the issue with the HF beam antenna. Everythingôs up to snuff and 

raring to go for contesting and general operating. Jim, AC8NT will have more to say about that in his column. 

 

That brings me to my next topic of operating at the PCARS club site. In addition to select contests that 

PCARS operates from our club site, the radio room is open on days that we are doing build projects or during 

net night at the club site. If you donôt have an HF setup at home, take the opportunity to stop by when the radio 

room is open to get some on the air time. All four radio positions are set up to operate phone, CW or digital. 

 

We are in the middle of replacing the ceiling tiles in the radio room that are damaged, and will soon be 

doing an outside maintenance day around the building to get grass cut, weeds whipped and trash picked up 

before the bad weather hits. We also want to do a good general cleanup inside of the clubhouse as well. 

 

As you can see from all of the information above, there is a lot that has been done, and it could not have 

been finished without your help. I want to say thank you to everyone who has given their time at the club site to 

make this all happen. Iôd especially like to thank Jim, AC8NT who has gone well above and beyond what his 

office of Vice President requires him to do. I can tell you with no doubt that our club site would not be what it is 

right now without Jimôs tireless effort and I hope youôll all give Jim an óatta boyô when you see him. 

 

Speaking of seeing things, PCARS is planning an open house in October of this year. We plan on this 

being a social event with food and drink so I hope youôll plan on attending, and bringing your family to enjoy a 

great time with fellow PCARS members, and to get a good look at everything thatôs been done to the club site. 

 

PCARSô monthly newsletter, The Radiogram took First Place in the Ohio Section! Not only is this great 

news in Ohio, it means The Radiogram will be competing in the Great Lakes Division, so send lots of good 

ether vibes in the direction of the judges for a first place in the division. Parky, KB8UUZ puts his heart and soul 

into The Radiogram and regardless of where we place, itôs a publication that is first-class and very widely read 

and respected both inside and outside of PCARS. Congratulations Parky, great job!  

 

PCARS doesnôt work unless you get involved. All of the things we do, teaching license classes, holding 

contests, Field Day, monthly meetings, special interest groups and more happen because you give your time to 

make them happen. All of that time is for naught if you donôt participate in the events we hold so make sure 

youôre involved in the things we do. Youôll have a great time, and also make it worthwhile to those who make it 

happen. Thanks to everyone for making PCARS the great club that it is! 

 

 

From the President  
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Jim, AC8NT 
PCARS Vice President 

 

 

 

 

Digital Modes 

 

     This month has been spent checking out and testing JT-65 and FT-8 software.  

FT-8 is growing by leaps and bounds.  Although they are still cleaning up the 

process, it is being used by thousands of hams worldwide.  With a QSO cycle of 

about a minute and its ability to communicate at high noise levels and poor propagation, it is going to add 

considerably to our contesting tools.  These modes do have their learning curves and may require patients to 

learn, but it is well worth the effort. 

 

     At the club site we are setting up two rigs with the software and hardware to try these methods.  We are also 

going to have several GOTA days focused on digital modes.  This will provide all members with a chance to 

learn about and try these great modes.  Check our calendar for event dates and let us know if you need any help 

getting started.  Itôs neither a lot of money nor a lot of equipment to get involved. 

 

 

Club Site Work  

 

     We have completed a wiring cleanup at the club.  We have taken some of the knots out of our antenna and 

network wiring making it more reliable and less cluttered.  We have also started removing and replacing some 

very nasty ceiling tiles in the operations room.   

 

     As part of our club work, we have added a new security system to our club site.  The system consists of 

cameras located in the operations room, VHF room, social room and the lab.  These cameras will continuously 

record activity and will notify some of us by email if entry is made in the ñoffò hours.  The intention is NOT to 

spy on anyone, only to protect our equipment.  Our neighbors had an incident that prompted us to consider the 

system.  We have spent a lot of money and time in creating a great club site and we donôt want to lose any of it. 

 

 

Tiny Circuits  

 

     We will be visiting Tiny Circuits Saturday September 16th.  This 

is a company owned and managed by my friend Ken Burns.  It was 

started with Kick Starter funding and had been growing a nice pace.  

They manufacture a line of very small circuit boards and devices 

utilizing Arduino technology.  All of the boards are completely open 

source.  Most of the boards are about the size of a quarter.  He will be 

showing us his products and his manufacturing area.  It will be a lot 

of fun.  After the visit we will be going over to the Spaghetti Warehouse for lunch.  The tour will start at 11:00.  

I will be sending out a QST with directions and parking instructions.  Let me know if you are interested in 

going.  I will need a count of the number of people to reserve tables for lunch. One of his products is a tiny 

arcade game shown below. 

   

From the Vice President  
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Classes 

 

     September 16th is the first session of the next Technician Class.  If you know of anyone interested in getting 

their license, this is a great way to prepare.  The will be taught by some great hams with a lot of experience.  

See the flyer in this newsletter for more details.  Everyone is welcome to attend. 

 

     Some have asked if I was planning an Extra Class course.  This series requires 10 sessions and could start 

after the upcoming Tech class.  Let me know if you are interested.  I can assure you will learn a lot of material.  

Although it prepares you for the Extra test. I have had a lot of hams attend just to improve their knowledge of 

electronics as it relates to our hobby. 

 

 

Club Cleanup   

 

     We will need volunteers for a general club cleanup.  We need to whack down some weeds outside and 

cleanup some of the areas in the club that have not been touched in some time.  It wonôt be hard work, but I 

canôt say you wonôt get dirty.  This will be done in September in preparation for our open house in on Saturday 

October 14th.  We want to look our best for this event.  The tentative schedule for this event is Saturday 

September 23.   Look for a QST and come in and help.  We actually have some fun at these club events and 

often some food to rebuild all the energy you use helping. 

 

 

Replay for Kids 

 

     Some of you might remember the day we spent repairing and modifying toys for special kids.  It was a lot of 

fun and they were very appreciative of our work.  They actually had helpers that already knew how to test and 

repair electrical and electronic toys.  We are working on scheduling another event this fall.  This is a very 

worthy cause that was also a lot of fun.  There is nothing like fixing something that was put together never to be 

repaired or modified.  We will be sending out information on this event as soon as it is finalized. 

 

     As you can see we have a lot planned for the next couple of months.  I hope all of you will consider joining 

us for some of these events.  Please check our calendar often and let us know if you are interested participating 

in any of these events. 
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Tom, KB8UUZ 
Newsletter Editor 

 

     WE WON !  On Saturday, August 5
th
 I drove to the ARRL Ohio Section 

Conference in Grove City (Just South of Columbus). While there I sat in on the forum 

about clubs that was co-hosted by our own 

Tom, WB8LCD who is the Ohio Section 

Affiliated Club Coordinator (ACC).  

 

     Following his presentation, the Section 

Manager - Scott, N8SY held his forum on what was happening around 

the Ohio Section. Part of that forum was to announce Newsletter 

Awards. Scott turned the meeting over to the Ohio Public Information 

Officer (PIC), John, KD8IDJ. John said the judging was really tough 

this year because all of the entrants had really gotten better and better.  

First Place: ñThe RADIOGRAMò, Portage County Amateur Radio 

Service !!!!!!!!!!!    YAHOO !!!!!   

 

     We did it! Thanks goes out to all of the people that help 

contribute articles for the newsletter. All that badgering I do all 

year long to get information for the newsletter pays off (hi 

hi).Now, we are entered in the Great Lakes Division Newsletter 

contest and results from that will be at HamCon in October. 

 

     While at the conference, both Tom and I wondered around the 

outdoor and indoor flea market looking for bargains. Weather was 

perfect - sunny, slight cooling breeze and around 75 degrees. 

Perfect weather for a Hamfest. Attendance was very good and 

both the outdoor and indoor spaces were all (but a few) taken up 

with hams making deal to sell their goods. All in all - a great day, indeed ! 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Newsletter Wins Ohio Section Award - 1
st
 Place 


