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  Jim, AC8NT  
PCARS President 

 

 

To say August was busy is an understatement.   

 

 

Balun Build  

We held a Saturday build to allow a few of our members to take a try at 

building one of the most commonly used pieces of antenna equipment.  Most got 

their project at least started.  If anyone else would like to build either a 1:1 or 4:1 

current balun, just let me know.  We have parts available at the club site and we will provide assistance in your 

build.  Every ham should spend some quality time learning how to wind a toroid.  It isnôt the hardest thing to 

learn and it can save you some money. 

 

 

Ohio BBQSO Party 

I know Chuck will have a lot to say about this event, but I must say it was a great time.  The storms that hit 

the week before the party brought down our 40 meter dipole.  Thanks to Ed, K8IV we used his Field Day 40 

meter antenna to save the day.  We had a great turnout that enjoyed operating and having a great meal.  This 

was a first class example of just how creative our club is in responding to problems.  Thanks again to all that 

helped make this event a success. 

 

 

Portable Antennas 

The project to build a another portable magnetic loop antenna is underway.  I need this to allow easier 

setup for demonstrations.  As with every one of these that I have built it needs to be engineered based on the 

available vacuum capacitors.  It is a lot of back and forth between eBay and the calculations.  Goal is to have it 

completed by the end of October.  Remember some of the best caps come from Russia and it takes a while to 

get them.  If anyone wants to watch this project I will keep the work at the club site for look sees. 

 

 

Bay Three Work 

We have stripped the old paint off of the garage door in bay 3.  The first week of September it will be 

painted along with the dividing wall.  Most of the junk is gone and it has been cleaned up.  What will remain is 

to paint the floor and build some better storage.  This brings me to a request.  If any of you know where we can 

find some stackable chairs in good condition, the club could use them.  Let me know if you find some. 

 

Fall is coming soon.  This is your final chance to get all your outside antenna work completed before that white 

stuff arrives.  Please make sure you complete your work safely.   We donôt want anyone injured. 

 

 

 DX Engineering Hamfest 

A lot of us visited the DX Engineering Hamfest and spent some money on our hobby.  This was an 

outstanding event.  Lots of stuff for sale outside and lots of equipment to play with and buy at the showroom 

inside.  You could not ask for a better event.  I hope this repeats at least every year.  It was also a great 

opportunity to make some new ham radio friends and visit with a lot of our club members. 

From the President  
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