
Portage County Amateur Radio Service    -    August 2022 

 



Portage County Amateur Radio Service    -   August 2022 

QSL’ing 



• The final courtesy for a QSO is 

the QSL card 

 

• For an amateur radio operator 

there is nothing quite as nice as 

getting a QSL card in the mail 



Why QSL cards?  

It's a hard copy confirmation of your contact. 

The contact can be from across town, to 

around the world 



Why QSL cards?  
Awards. Most awards require confirmation of 

contacts. This confirmation is usually in the form 

of a QSL card 

 

  

 

 

 
 

 



Why QSL cards?  
Is this what you want to have to remember 

those really nice contacts?   



Why QSL cards?  
Many QSL cards are made in full color and 

show off the highlights from an operator 

and/or their geographic area.    



Why QSL cards?  
For DXpeditions, the cards will usually be a 

limited run and over time are a great way 

to remember your contact 





Why QSL cards?  

Looking at some of those QSL cards is just 

plain FUN! 



Why QSL cards?  

What would you rather have? 



Why QSL cards?  

What would you rather have? 



What should be on MY QSL card?  

There are a number of things that should be 

on every QSL card you have made  



• Your call sign, name and location  

                 (usually your address) 

Front                                                              Back 



• The call sign of the station you contacted. 



• Date of the contact.  

             Usually listed as DD/MM/YYYY 

   14/03/2011 



• Time of contact 

• Always in UTC and  

• Always in 24 hour format 



• Band 

• Mode. SSB, Phone, AM, FM, CW, Digital, 

RTTY, PSK etc. 



• RST Readability/Signal Strength/Tone.  

59, 599 



• PSE / TNX QSL  

               Please send me a QSL,  

        or Thanks for sending me a QSL 



• Your rig, antenna and power level used for 

the contact. VIA info if needed. 



• Your County, ITU and CQ Zones   

              (here we are Portage County, ITU-8, CQ-4) 

• Your Grid Locator  

               EN91 (Field Awards, VUCC) 

   or EN91kg for some  

                    VHF/UHF contacts 



What else can be on the card?  

• You name it - it can be there 

• Look at the examples available, some are plain, 

some are fancy and detailed  

• Put some effort in what you are going to put on the 

card  

• You are unique, so make your card unique as well 



http://www.ux5uoqsl.com/ 

Google “QSL Cards” for plenty of QSL card Dealers 





Some things you may want to add  

• Your awards - go ahead and brag 
 

• Your affiliations - both radio related and 
not radio related 
 

• Information on your geographic location  
 

• Make a memorable card that another ham 
would like to show someone 





• Do I make my own, or get ones 
commercially made?  

 

• It's up to you. I made mine in past 
years and the more cards I 

collected, the more I thought about 
it. I really wanted full color and 

knew it would be less expensive in 
the long run to have them 

commercially made rather than to 
try and print them at home.  



QSL Methods  

• Direct 

• Bureau 

• e-QSL 

• LoTW 

• OQRS (DXpeditions) 

 

(LoTW has been presented & e-QSL is similar. 

These methods are not covered in this presentation) 



Pros and Cons  

* There are more bureau services out there, but this presentation 

only refers to the ARRL Bureau. 



So why use the different methods?  

• Direct   

Need that card! The DX station may have a 

stateside QSL manager which saves $$ 

 

Pay attention to details - Green Stamp, SASE, 

SAE? Some countries forbid US dollars 

 

Check QRZ.com or Hamnet.com  

details may be listed there 



• Bureau - Okay, I want the card, but I'm not in a 

hurry 
 

• e-QSL - I'm going for a e-QSL award and don't 

want to mess with postage and physical cards  
 

• Drawbacks to e-QSL and LoTW. The ham you 

contacted must also be on those systems, or no 

confirmation of contact is made  



• DXpeditions - New trend over the past few years. 

DXpeditions have on-line logs, so you can verify 

that they have you in the log. However - the 

details are missing (other than the band or 

    mode). So you have 

to fill out a request 

and send in a  

$5 donation (usually 

PayPal). They will 

compare your log 

entry to theirs and 

send you the card 

(postage paid).  

Real easy! 



• Which way do I like?   

 

   I like actual QSL Cards, so  

           1. Direct 

           2. OQRS or DXpedition 

           3. Bureau  



• Direct 
 

   Bad news – IRC’s are no longer 

available from the USPS..... 



   In 2013, the U.S. Postal Service introduced Global 

Forever®, a new international rate stamp. 

The Global Forever® stamp offers a single price for 

any First-Class Mail International 1-ounce letter to 

any country in the world. For the January 27, 2013, 

price change, the Global Forever® stamp may also 

be used to mail a 2-ounce letter to Canada. 

 

 

Good News: 



• Global Forever Stamp 

You can get them 

On-line from  the 

USPS 



• USA – Forever Stamps 

• Check QRZ – SASE, $ 



Check QRZ – SASE, $ 

 



Check QRZ – SASE, $ 

 



On-Line Log 

OQRS in use 





Club Log and OQRS 
https://secure.clublog.org/loginform.php 















• OQRS or Dxpedition 

 



• OQRS or Dxpedition 

 





ARRL Bureau (BURO) 

 

Incoming & Outgoing  



• Incoming - Get envelopes on file 

• Use 'Forever' Stamps 

• Use the correct bureau (goes by call sign) 

    8-Land bureau is located in central Ohio 

• http://arrl-greatlakes.org/8th_bureau.htm  

All eighth-area call signs: 

8th Area QSL Bureau 
P.O. Box 307 

West Chester, OH 45071-0307 

http://arrl-greatlakes.org/8th_bureau.htm
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GENERAL QSL BUREAU INFO 
 

• The 8th call area bureau operates as part 

of the ARRL's volunteer QSL bureau 

system   
 

• The 8th district central bureau is located at 

the Voice of America Museum in West 

Chester where it is one of the permanent 

displays 



KEEP ENVELOPES ON FILE 

WITH THE BUREAU 

• Send  NON-clasp-fastening, end-opening 

envelopes, between 5x7 and 6x9 inches in 

size. Unless you receive lots and lots of 

bureau cards DO NOT send more than 3 

or 4 (self addressed stamped envelopes) 

SASE at a time.  DO NOT use envelopes 

smaller or larger than 5x7 or 6x9 

 



• Make sure to include your EMAIL address 

when you send SASEs to the bureau or 

your Manager.  If your EMAIL address 

changes, make sure you notify your 

Manager of the change 
 

• DO NOT SEND USED ENVELOPES to 

the bureau.  The bureau will *NOT* 

attempt to use used envelopes  



• Don’t use Self Seal envelopes: 

 

  



• When you prepare envelope, NEATLY 

print your call, in BLOCK LETTERS , in 

the upper left corner, in the place where a 

normal return address goes    
 

• If they can't read your call or the postman 

can't read your address, you won't get 

them. If you have a change of address, 

send us address labels to cover your old 

address 



• When sending envelopes with stamps, affix 

enough postage to cover at least one ounce 

of weight. Currently, the post office is selling 

a "forever" stamp good for one unit of 

postage. Use 2 stamps per envelope. 



ARRL Outgoing QSL Bureau  

• Enclose proof of your current ARRL 

membership.  This can be in the form of a 

photocopy or cut-out of the address area 

from your current copy of QST.  You can 

also write the information from the label on 

a slip of paper and use that as proof of 

membership.  A copy of your current 

membership card is also acceptable.  

• http://www.arrl.org/outgoing-qsl-service  
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